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INTRODUCTION 


Lucian. The second century after Christ was an agé of 
rhetoric, sophistry, and pedantry. It produced however some 
competent literary critics, one original writer in Latin and 
one brilliant genius in Greek, Lucian of Samosata in Syria. 
Lucian was born about the year 120, and was brought up 
for a sculptor ; but being bent to letters, he obtained leave 
to study rhetoric and law. How this came about he tells us 
charmingly in his Dream. Some years he spent as a teacher 
of rhetoric or a travelling lecturer (visiting Greece, Italy, and 
Gaul), and even seems to have had some practice as a com- 
poser of speeches for the law-courts. By the year 165 he 
was in Athens, and there he seems to have lived until 185. 
Here he composed a series of witty dialogues, skits, and 
satires, which he used to recite in public. Towards the end 
of his life he filled a public post in Egypt. His last years 
are obscure, but he probably died about 1go. 

fis Works. Lucian’s extant works show a great variety. 
One group contains rhetorical and critical pieces, probably 
early works, and showing little of his characteristic genius. 
His remarks on pictures and sculpture, however, show a true 
insight into the principles of art, and have much value for 
the works which they describe. A/exander is a sketch of an 
impostor of that name, who pretended to be a prophet and 
was detected by Lucian. But hie true genius is shown in the 
works of fancy. These include the7rve History, the Dialogues 
of the Dead, the Dialogues of the Gods, the Sale of Souls, 
the Vistt to Flades, Charon, the Cynic, the Cock, Menippus 
and Jcaromenippus, the Parliament of Gods, and a number 
of other dialogues. In these his fancy plays over all the 
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humours of the time, social, literary, and religious: Lucian 
spares no humbug, but castigates without mercy. Yet all is 
done with as brilliant a wit as satirist ever had. He is often 
compared with Voltaire; but he is more akin to Erasmus. 
To understand the point of all his hits needs much learning ; 
but any one with a sense of the ludicrous can enjoy him 
without understanding all the allusions, 

The True History. \f the dialogue form was used before 
Lucian, the burlesque travellers’ tale seems to have been his 
own invention. The butts of his wit, from Homer and 
Herodotus to Iambulus, seemed often enough to be telling 
lies when they only told truth ; Lucian first thought to make 
a tale which professed to be lies, and yct to keep his hearers 
amused. The succession of whimsical absurdities are told with 
an admirable gravity, until we almost believe them to be 
true. Amongst his imitators are two of the great names of 
the world, Rabelais and Swift, and a host of lesser fry, such 
as Baron Munchausen. 

Icaromenippbus and the Cock will serve as specimens of his 
dialogues. 

The Translation is that of Francis Hickes (1634), and is 
printed from the edition of 1663. Certain omissions have 
been made, the names of the deities are made to conform to 
the Greek, and the imaginary names of the Zrue //istory 
have been translated into some kind of English equivalent. 
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Even as champions, and wrestlers, and such as 
practise the strength and agility of body, are not 
only careful to retain a sound condition of health, 
and to hold on their ordinary course of exercise, 
but sometimes also to recreate themselves with 
seasonable intermission, and esteem it as a main 
point of their practice: so 1 think it necessary for 
scholars, and such as addict themselves to the study 
of learning, after they have revelled long in the 
perusal of serious authors, to relax a little the 
intention of their thoughts, that they may be more 
apt and able to endure a continued course of 
study. And this kind of repose will be the more 
comfortable, and fit their purpose better, if it be 
employed in the reading of such works as shall 
not yield a bare content by the pleasing and 
comely composure of them, but shall also give 
occasion of some learned speculation to the mind ; 
which I suppose I have effected in these books of 
mine: wherein not only the novelty of the subject, 
nor the pleasingness of the project, may tickle the 
reader with delight, nor to hear so many notorious 
lies delivered persuasively and in the way of truth, 
but because everything here by me set down, doth 
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in a comical fashion glance at some or other of 
the old poets, historiographers, and philosophers, 
which in their writing have recorded many mon- 
strous and intolerable untruths, whose names 
I would have quoted down, but that I knew the 
reading would bewray them to you. Ctesias, the 
son of Ctesiochus, the Cnidian, wrote of the 
region of the Indians, and the state of those 
countries, matters, which he neither saw himself, 
nor ever heard come from the mouth of any man. 
Iambulus also wrote many strange miracles of the 
great sea, which all men knew to be lies and 
fictions, yet so composed that they want not their 
delight: and many others have made choice of 
the like argument, of which some have published 
their own travels, and peregrinations, wherein they 
have described the greatness of beasts, the fierce 
condition of men, with their strange and uncouth 
manner of life. But the first father and founder of 
all this foolery, was Homer’s Ulysses, who tells a 
long tale to Alcinous, of the servitude of the 
winds, and of wild men with one eye in their fore- 
heads that fed upon raw flesh: of beasts with 
many heads, and the transformation of his friends 
by enchanted potions, all of which he made the 
silly Phzacians believe for great sooth. This 
coming to my perusal, I could not condemn 
ordinary men for lying, when I saw it in request 
among them that would be counted philosophical 
persons: yet could not but wonder at them, that 
writing so manifest lies, they should not think to 
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be taken with the manner ; and this made me also 
ambitious to leave some monument of myself 
behind me, that I might not be the only man 
exempted from this liberty of lying. And because 
I had no matter of verity to employ my pen in, 
(for nothing hath befallen me worth the writing) I 
turned my style to publish untruths, but with an 
honester mind than others have done: for this one 
thing I confidently pronounce for a truth, that I 
lie; and this | hope may be an excuse for all the 
rest, when I confess what I am faulty in: for I 
write of matters which I neither saw nor suffered, 
nor heard by report from others, which are in no 
being, nor possible ever to have a beginning: let 
no man therefore in any case give any credit to 
them. 

Disanchoring on a time from the Pillars of 
Hercules, the wind fitting me well for my purpose, 
I thrust into the West Ocean. The occasion that 
moved me to take such a voyage in hand was 
only a curiosity of mind, a desire of novelties, and 
a longing to learn out the bounds of the ocean, 
and what people inhabit the farther shore: for 
which purpose, I made plentiful provision of 
victuals and fresh water, got fifty companions of 
the same humour to associate me in my travels, 
furnished myself with store of munition, gave a 
round sum of money to an expert pilot that could 
direct us in our course, and new rigged and 
repaired a tall ship strongly, to hold a tedious and 
difficult journey. Thus sailed we forward a day 
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and a night with a prosperous wind, and as long 
as we had any sight of land, made no great haste 
on our way: but the next morrow about sun- 
rising, the wind blew high, and the waves began 
to swell, and a darkness fell upon us, so that we 
could not see to strike our sails, but gave our ship 
over to the wind and weather. Thus we were 
tossed in this tempest, the space of threescore and 
nineteen days together; on the fourscorth day, 
the sun on a sudden brake out, and we descried 
not far off us, an island full of mountains and 
woods, about the which the seas did not rage so 
boisterously, for the storm was now reasonably 
well calmed. There we thrust in, and went on 
shore, and cast ourselves upon the ground, and so 
lay a long time, as utterly tired with our misery at 
sea. In the end we arose up, and divided our- 
selves: thirty we left to guard the ship; myself, 
and twenty more, went to discover the island, and 
had not gone three furlongs from the sea through 
a wood, but we saw a brazen pillar erected, 
whereon Greek letters were engraven, though now 
much worn and hard to be discerned, importing, 
Thus far travelled Hercules and Bacchus. There 
were also near unto the place, two portraitures cut 
out in a rock, the one of the quantity of an acre 
of ground, the other less: which made me imagine 
the lesser to be Bacchus, and the other Hercules; 
and giving them due adoration, we proceeded on 
our journey. And far we had not gone, but we 
came to a river, the stream whereof seemed to run 
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with as rich wine as any is made in Chios, and of 
a great breadth, in some places able to bear a 
ship, which made me to give the more credit to 
the inscription upon the pillar, when I saw such 
apparent signs of Bacchus’ peregrination. We 
then resolved to travel up the stream, to find 
whence the river had his original: and when we 
were come to the head, no spring at all appeared, 
but mighty great vine trees of infinite numbcr, 
which from their roots distilled pure wine, which 
made the river run so abundantly. The stream 
was also well stored with fish, of which we took a 
few, in taste and colour much resembling wine; 
for when they were opened and cut up, we found 
them to be full of lees: afterwards we mixed some 
freshwater fish with them, which allayed the strong 
taste of the wine. We then crossed the stream 
where we found it passable, and came among a 
world of vines of incredible number, which towards 
the earth had firm stocks and of a good growth: 
but the tops of them were women, from the hips 
upwards, having all their proportion perfect and 
complete ; as painters picture out Daphne, who 
was turned into a tree when she was overtaken by 
Apollo, At their fingers’ ends sprung out branches 
full of grapes, and the hair of their heads was 
nothing else but winding wires and leaves, and 
clusters of grapes. When we were come to them, 
they saluted us, and joined hands with us, and 
spake unto us, some in the Lydian, and some in 
the Indian language, but most of them in Greek : 
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made King of the Country, and said it was that 
region which to us below seemed to be the Moon; 
but he bade us be of good cheer, and fear no 
danger, for we should want nothing we stood in 
need of: and if the war he now had in hand 
withal against the Sun succeeded fortunately, we 
should live with him in the highest degree of 
happiness, Then we asked of him what enemies 
he had, and the cause of the quarrel? And he 
answered, “ Phaethon the King of the inhabitants 
of the Sun (for that is also peopled as well as the 
Moon) hath made war against us a long time, upon 
this occasion. I once assembled all the poor 
people and needy persons within my dominions, 
purposing to send a colony to inhabit the Morning 
Star, because the country was desert, and had 
nobody dwelling in it. This Phaethon envying, 
crossed me in my design, and sent his Hobby- 
emmets, to meet with us in the midway, by whom 
we were surprised at that time, being not prepared 
for an encounter, and were forced to retire. Now 
therefore my purpose is once again to denounce 
war, and publish a plantation of people there: if 
therefore you will participate with us in our ex- 
pedition, I will furnish you everyone with a prime 
vulture, and all armour answerable for service: for 
to-morrow we must set forwards.” “ With all our 
hearts,” said I, “if it please you.” Then were we 
feasted and abode with him, and in the morning 
arose to set ourselves in order of battle: for our 
scouts had given us knowledge that the enemy 
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was at hand. Our forces in number amounted to 
an hundred thousand, besides such as bare burdens 
and engineers, and the foot forces, and the strange 
aids: of these fourscore thousand were Hobby- 
hawks, and twenty thousand that rode upon 
Brusselsprouters, which is a mighty great fowl, 
and instead of feathers covered thick over with 
wort leaves; but their wing feathers were much 
like the leaves of lettuces. After them were placed 
the Crabshooters and the Garlick Brigadiers: 
there also came to aid us from the Bear Star, 
thirty thousand Mounted Fleamanry, and fifty 
thousand Highflyers, These Mounted Fleamanry, 
ride upon great fleas, of which they have their 
denomination: for every flea amongst them is as 
big as a dozen elephants; the Highflyers are 
footmen, yet flew in the air without feathers in this 
manner; every man had a large mantle reaching 
down to his foot, which the wind blowing against, 
filled it like a sail, and they were carried along as 
if they had been boats, The most part of these 
in fight were targetiers. It was said also there 
were expected from the stars over Cappadocia, 
three score and ten thousand Ostrich Slingers, and 
five thousand Hobbycranians ; but I had no sight 
of them, for they were not yet come, and therefore 
I durst write nothing, though wonderful and 
incredible reports were given out of them, This 
was the number of Endymion’s army. The fur- 
‘niture was all alike; their helmets of beans hulls, 
which are great with them, and very strong, their 
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breastplates all of lupins cut into scales, for they 
take the shells of lupins, and fastening them 
together, make breastplates of them which are 
impenetrable, and as hard as horn; their shields 
and swords like to ours in Greece. 

And when the time of battle was come, they 
were ordered in this manner. The right wing was 
supplied by the Hobbyhawks, where the King him- 
self was in person, with the choicest soldiers in the 
army, amongst whom we also were ranged; the 
Brusselsprouters made the left wing, and the aids 
were placed in the main battle as every man’s 
fortune fell. The foot, which in number were 
about six thousand myriads, were disposed of in 
this manner; there are many spiders in those parts 
of mighty bigness, everyone in quantity exceeding 
one of the islands Cyclades ; these were appointed 
to spin a web in the air, between the Moon and 
the Morning Star, which was done in an instant, 
and made a plain champion, upon which the foot 
forces were ianea her had for their leader 
Nycterion the son of Eudianax, and two other 
associates. 

But of the enemies’ side the left wing consisted 
of the Hobbyemmets, and amongst them Phaethon 
himself. These are beasts of huge bigness and 
winged, carrying the resemblance of our emmets, 
but for their greatness; for those of the largest 
size were of the quantity of two acres, and not 
only the riders supplied the place of soldiers, but 
they also did much mischief with their horns ; they 
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were in number fifty thousand. In the right wing 
were ranged the Mosquito Corps, of which there 
were also about fifty thousand,all archers riding upon 
great gnats: then followed the Highland Flingers 
who were light armed and footmen, but good 
soldiers, casting out of slings afar off huge great 
turnips ; and whosoever was hit with them lived 
not long after, but died with the stink that pro- 
ceeded from their wounds: it is said they used to 
anoint their bullets with the poison of the mal- 
lows. After them were placed the Mushroom- 
stalkers, men-at-arms and good at hand strokes, 
in number about fifty thousand: they are called 
Mushroomstalkers because their shields are made 
of mushrooms, and their spears of the stalks of the 
herb asparagus: near unto them were placed the 
Acorn Barkers, that were sent from the Dog Star 
to aid him; these were men with dogs’ faces, 
riding upon winged acorns: but the slingers that 
should have come out of the Milky Way, and the 
Centaurs of the Clouds, came too short of these 
aids, for the battle was done before their arrival, 
so that they did them no good: and indeed the 
slingers came not at all: wherefore they say Phae- 
thon in displeasure overran their country. 

These were the forces that Phaethon brought into 
the field; and when they were joined in battle, 
after the signal was given, and the asses on either 
side had brayed (for these are to them instead of 
trumpets), the fight began, and the left wing of the 
Heliotans, or sun soldiers, fled presently, and would 

(3810) B 


16 TRIPS TO WONDERLAND 


not abide ‘to receive the charge of the Hobby- 
hawks, but turned their backs immediately, and 
many were :put to the sword: but the :xight wing 
of theirs were too hard for our left wing, and drove 
‘them back till they came to our footmen, ‘who 
joining with them,:made the enemy there also turn 
‘their backs and fly, especially when they found 
their own left wing to be overthrown. Thus they 
where wholly discomforted on all hands: many 
were taken prisoners, and many slain: much blood 
was spilt, some fell upon the clouds, which made 
them look of a red colour, as sometimes they ap- 
‘pear to us about sunsetting : some dropped down 
upon the earth, which made me suppose it was 
upon some such occasion that Homer thought Zeus 
rained blood for the death of his son Sarpedon. 
Returning ‘from the pursuit, we erected two 
trophies: one for the fight on foot, which we 
‘placed upon the spiders’ web; the other for the 
fight in the air, which we set up upon ‘the clouds. 
As soon as this was done, news came to us by ou 
scouts, that the Centaurs of the Clouds were coming 
on, which indeed should have come to Phaethor 
before the fight. And when they drew so nea 
unto us that we could take ‘full view of them, ij 
was a strange si¢ht to behold-such monsters, com 
posed of flying horses and men: (that part whic! 
resembled mankind, which was from the waist up 
wards, did equal in greatness the Rhodian Colossus 
and ‘that which was like «a ‘horse was as ‘big as. 
great ship of'burden ;) and of such ‘multitude ths 
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I was fearful to set down their number, lest it 
aight ‘be taken fora lie: and for their leader :they 
had the Savittarius out of the Zodiac. When they 
heard sthat their friends were ‘foiled, ‘they :sent ia 
‘messenger'to Phaefhon to renew the fight ; .where- 
‘upon they set ‘themselves in array, and fell upon 
the Selenitans or ithe Moon soldiers, that :were 
troubled and:disordered in following ‘the chase, and 
scattered in gathering the spoils, and put ‘them.all 
‘to flight, and pursued the King into his city,.and 
killed the greatest part of his birds, overturned the 
trophies he ‘had set up, and overcame the whole 
country that‘was spun by the spiders. Myself and 
two of my ‘companions were taken alive: when 
Phaethon himself was come, they set up other 
trophies in token of victory, and on'the morrow we 
‘wereicarried prisoners into the Sun, our arms bound 
‘behind us with a piece of the cobweb. Yet would 
they by no:means lay siege to the city, but:returned 
and ‘built up a wall in the midst of the air, to keep 
‘the light of 'the Sun from falling upon ‘the Moon, 
and they made it.a double wall, wholly compact of 
‘clouds, so that a manifest ‘eclipse of the ‘Moon 
‘ensued, and all things detained in perpetual night : 
‘wherewith Endymion was so much oppressed that 
‘he sent ambassadors to entreat the demolishing of 
the building, and beseech him that he would not 
‘damn them to live in darkness, promising :to pay 
thim tribdte, to -be ‘his friend .and associate, and 
never after to stiriagainst him. Phaethon’s council 
‘twice assembled ‘to consider upon this offer: amd 
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in their first meeting would remit nothing of their 
conceived displeasure, but on the morrow they 
altered their minds to these terms. “The Helio- 
tans and their colleagues have made a peace with 
the Selenitans and their associates upon these con- 
ditions. That the Heliotans shall cast down the 
wall, and deliver the prisoners that they have taken, 
upon a rateable ransom: and that the Selenitans 
should leave the other stars at liberty, and raise no 
war against the Heliotans, but aid and assist one 
another, if either of them should be invaded. That 
the King of the Selenitans should yearly pay 
to the King of the Heliotans, in way of tribute, 
ten thousand vessels of dew, and deliver ten 
thousand of their people to be pledges of their 
fidelity. That the colony to be sent to the Morn- 
ing Star should be jointly supplied by them both, 
‘and liberty given to any one else that would, to 
de sharers in it, That these articles of peace should 
be engraven in a pillar of amber, to be erected in 
the midst of the air upon the. confines, of their 
country.” For the performance whereof were sworn 
of the Heliotans, Pyronides, and Therites, and 
Phlogias: and of the Selenitans, Nyctor, and 
Menias, and Polylampes. Thus was the peace 
concluded, the wall immediately demolished, and 
we that were prisoners delivered. 

Being returned into the Moon, they came forth 
to meet us, Endymion himself and all his friends : 
who embraced us with tears, and desired us to 
make our abode with him, and to be partners in 
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the colony: which I by no means would yield 
unto, but desired to be dismissed again into the 
sea: and he finding it impossible to persuade us 
to his purpose, after seven days’ feasting, gave us 
leave to depart. 

Now, what strange novelties worthy of note I 
observed during the time of my abode there I will 
relate unto you. One kind of food is common to 
them all; for they kindle a fire and broil frogs 
upon the coals, which are with them in infinite 
numbers flying in the air, and whilst they are 
broiling they.sit round about them, as it were 
about a table, and lap up the smoke that riseth 
from them, and feast themselves therewith, and 
this is all their feeding. For their drink they 
have air beaten in a mortar, which yieldeth a kind 
of moisture, much like unto dew. They hold it 
a great ornament to be bald, for hairy persons are 
abhorred with them; and yet among the stars 
that are comets it is thought commendable, as 
some that have travelled those coasts reported 
unto us, Such beards as they have are growing 
a little above their knees. They have no nails on 
their feet, for their whole foot is but one toe. 
They have many vines in those parts, which yield 
them but water: for the grapes that hang upon 
the clusters are like our hailstones; and | verily 
think that when the vines are shaken with a 
strong wind, there falls a storm of hail amongst 
us, by the breaking down of those kind of berries, 
The rich men have garments of glass, very soft 
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and dbélicate, the poorer sort of brass weven, 
whereof they have great plenty, which they. in- 
seam with water to make it fit for the: workman, 
as‘ we. do our wool. If 1 should. write what 
manner of eyes they have, I doubt I sheuld. be 
for a; liar, in publishing a matter se incredible: 
yet I cannot choose but tell it; for they have. 
eyes to: take in: and out as please themselves: and 
when a.man is so disposed, he may take them out 
and. lay them. by till he have occasion to use them, 
and them put them in.and see again. Many when 
they have lost their own eyes, borrow of others; 
for the rich have many lying by them. Their ears. 
are all made.of the leaves of plane trees, excepting 
those that come of acorns, for they only have them: 
made of wood. I saw also another strange thing: 
in the same court; a-mighty great glass, lying upon, 
the top of a pit, of no great depth, whereinto if: 
any man descend, he shall hear everything that is, 
spoken. upon the earth; if he but look into the 
glass, he. shall see-all cities, and all nations as- well 
as if he were among them. There had’I the sight. 
of all my friends, and’ the whole country about :. 
whether: they. saw me or. not, L cannat tell; but if 
they believe it. mot to. be so, let them: take: the 
pains to go thither themselves, and then they: 
shall find! my words; true. 

Then we took our leave of the King, and suck 
as were: with him, and took shipping, and departed:;. 
at which: time Endymion bestowed: upon. me:two 
mantles. made of their glass, anc. five of brass, vith 
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a complete armour of those shell of lupins, all which 
I left behind. me-in the whale ; and sent.with us.a 
thousand of: his. Hobbyhawks to conduct us five 
hundred. furlongs on our way. In our course we 
coasted many other countries, and lastly arrived 
at the Morning Star now newly inhabited; where 
we landed and took in fresh water, From thence 
we entered the Zodiac, passing: by the Sun, and 
leaving it on our right. hand, took our course near 
unto the shore, but landed not into the country,, 
though our company did much desire it, for the 
wind would not give us leave; but we saw it was 
a flourishing region, fat and well watered, abound- 
ing with all delights; but the Centaurs of the 
Clouds espying us, who were mercenary soldiers 
to Phaethon, made to our ship as fast as they 
could, and finding us to be friends, said no more 
unto us; for our Hobbyhawks were departed 
before. Then we made forwards all the next night 
and day, and abeut eveningtide following. we came 
to a city called Lamptown, still. holding on. our 
course downwards: this city is seated in: the. air 
between the Pleiades and the Hyades; somewhat 
lower than. the Zodiac; and arriving there; not a 
man was to be seen, but lights in great numbers 
running ‘to and fro, which were employed, some. in’ 
the market place, and some about the haven; of 
which many were. little, and as a.man may say, 
but poor: things; some again were great and mighty, , 
exceeding glorious: and resplendent; and. there were: 
places of receipt for them all. 
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Everyone had his name as well as men, and we 

did hear them speak. These did us no harm, but 
invited us to feast with them, yet we were so fear- 
qul that we durst neither eat nor sleep as long as 
we were there. Their Court of Justice standeth in 
the midst of the city, where the governor sitteth 
all the night long calling everyone by name, and he 
that answereth not is adjudged to die, as if he had 
forsaken his ranks, Their death is to be quenched: 
We also standing amongst them saw what was 
done, and heard what answers the lights made for 
themselves, and the reasons they alleged for tarry- 
ing so long. There we also knew our own light, 
and spake unto it, and questioned it of our affairs 
at home, and how all did there, which related 
everything unto us, 
' That night we made our abode there, and on 
the next morrow returned unto our ship, and sail- 
ing near unto the clouds had a sight of the city 
Cloudcuckooborough, which we beheld with great 
wonder, but entered not into it, for the wind was 
against us. The King thereof was Crowman the 
son of Ousel: and I could not choose but think 
upon the poet Aristophanes, how wise a man he 
was, and how true a reporter, and how little cause 
there is to question his fidelity for what he hath 
written. | 

The third after, the ocean appeared plainly unto 
us, though we could see no land, but what was in 
the air; and those countries also seemed to ‘be 
fiery and of a glittering colour. The fourth day 
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about noon, the wind gently forbearing, settled us 
fair and leisurely into the sea: and as soon as we 
found ourselves upon water, we were surprised 
with incredible gladness, and our joy was in- 
expressible; we feasted and made merry with 
such provisions as we had, we cast ourselves into 
the sea, and swam up and down for our disport, 
for it was a calm. But oftentimes it falleth out, 
that the change to the better, is the beginning of 
greater evils; for when we had made only two 
days’ sail in the water, as soon as the third day 
appeared, about sunrising, upon a sudden we saw 
many monstrous fishes and whales; but one above 
the rest containing in greatness fifteen hundred 
furlongs, which came gaping upon us and troubled 
the sea round about him, so that he was com- 
passed on every side with froth and foam, showing 
his teeth afar off, which were longer than any 
beech-trees are with us, all as sharp as needles, 
and as white as ivory; when we took, as we 
thought, our last leave of one another, and em- 
bracing together, expecting our ending day. The 
monster was presently with us, and swallowed us 
up ship and all; but by chance, he caught us not 
between his chops, for the ship slipped through 
the void passage down into his eritrails. When 
we were thus got within him, we continued a good 
while in darkness and could see nothing, till he 
began to gape, and then we perceived it to be 
a monstrous whale of a huge breadth and height, 
big enough to contain a city that would hold ten 
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thousand. men; and, within we. found: small fishes,. 
and many. other creatures: chepped. in pieces, and: 
the masts of ships, and anchors, and bones of men, 
and luggage: In the midst of him was-earth and. 
hills, which were raised, as I. conjectured;.by the 
settling of the mud which came. down his throat: 
for woods grew upon them and trees of all sorts, 
and all manner of herbs, and it looked as: if it had- 
been husbanded ; the compass of the land was two 
hundred and forty furlongs. There were also to 
be seen all kinds of seafowl, as gulls, haleyons, and. 
others that had made their nests upon the trees. 
Then we fell to weeping abundantly ; but.at last I 
roused up my company, and propped up our ship, 
and struck fire; then. we made ready of such as 
we had, for abundance of all sorts of fish lay ready. 
by us, and we. had yet water enough left which we 
brought out of the Morning Star. The next 
morrow, we rose to watch when the whale should 
gape: and then looking out, we could sometimes 
see mountains, sometimes. only the skies, and many 
times islands: for we found that the fish carried: 
himself with great swiftness to every part. of the 
sea; When we grew weary of this, I took seven: 
of my. company, and went into the wood. to see 
what I could find there, and we had. not gone 
above five furlongs; but we lit upon a temple 
erected to Poseidon, as: by the title appeared: and 
not far off we espied many sepulchres and pillars 
placed’ upon. them, with a fountain of: clear water 
elose unto: it; we also heard the barking of a dog; 
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and saw smoke rise afar off, so that we judged. 
there was some dwelling thereabout. Wherefore 
making the more haste, we lighted upon an old. 
man: and a.youth, who were very busy in making. 
a. garden, and in conveying water by a. channel 
from the fountain into it. Whereupon. we were 
surprised both with joy and fear; and they also 
were brought into the same taking, and for a long. 
time remained mute, but after some. pause, the old 
man‘ said: “What are ye, you strangers? any of 
the sea spirits? or miserable men like unto us? 
for we that: are men by nature, born and bred in 
the earth, are now sea-dwellers, and swim. up. and. 
down.within the continent of this whale; and. know 
not certainly what to think of ourselves; we are 
like to men that be dead, and yet believe ourselves 
to be alive:’’ Whereunto I- answered, “ For. our. 
parts, Father, we are men also, newly come hither, 
and swallowed up ship and all but yesterday; and 
now come: purposely within this. wood, which is sa 
large and: thick: some good angel,.I think, did. 
guide us hither to- have the sight of you;.and. to 
make us know, that we are not the only men con- 
fined within this monster. Tell: us therefore your. 
fortunes we beseech: you, what. you are, and how 
you came. into. this place.” But he answered, 
“You'shall not hear a word from:me, nor ask any 
more questians, until you. have taken part:of such 
viands: as we.are able to afford: you.” So he took 
us, and brought us into his house, which was 
sufficient to serve: his turn. His pallets were pre- 
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pared, and all things else made ready: then he set 
before us herbs, and nuts, and fish, and filled of his 
own wine unto us: and when we were sufficiently 
satisfied, he then demanded of us what fortunes 
we had endured, and I related all things to him 
in order that had betided unto us, the tempest, the 
passages in the Island, our navigation in the air, 
our war, and all the rest, even our diving into the 
whale: whereat he wondered exceedingly, and 
began to deliver also what had befallen to him, 
and said : 

“By lineage, O ye strangers, I am of the Isle 
Cyprus, and travelling from mine own country as 
a merchant with this my son you see here, and 
many other friends with me, made a voyage for 
Italy in a great ship full fraught with merchandize, 
which perhaps you have seen broken in pieces in 
the mouth of the whale. We sailed with fair 
weather, till we were as far as Sicily: but there 
we were overtaken with such a boisterous storm, 
that the third day we were driven into the ocean, 
where it was our fortune to meet with this whale 
which swallowed us all up, and only we two 
escaped with our lives, all the rest perished, whom 
we have here buried, and built a temple to Nep- 
tune. Ever since we have continued this course 
of life, planting herbs and feeding upon fish and 
nuts, Here is wood enough you see, and plenty 
of vines which yield most delicious wine; we have 
also a well of excellent cool water, which it may 
be you have seen; we make our beds of the leaves 
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of trees, and burn as much wood as we will; we 
chase after the birds that fly about us, and go out 
upon the gills of the monster to catch after live 
fishes, Here we bathe ourselves when we are 
disposed, for we have a lake of salt water not far 
off, about some twenty furlongs in compass, full of 
sundry sorts of fish, in which we swim and sail 
upon it in a little boat of mine own making. This 
is the seven and twentieth year of our drowning, 
and with all this we might be well enough con- 
tented, if our neighbours and borderers about us 
were not perverse and troublesome, altogether un- 
sociable and of stern condition.” 

“Ts it so indeed,” said I, “that there should be 
any within the whale but yourselves?” “ Many,” 
said he, “and such are unreconcilable towards 
strangers, and of monstrous and deformed propor- 
tions. The western countries, and the tail part of 
the wood, are inhabited by the Bombay Ducks, 
that look like eels, with faces like a lobster: these 
are warlike, fierce, and feed upon raw flesh. They 
that dwell towards the right side, are called 
Minnowmen, which have their upper parts like 
unto men, their lower parts like cats, and are less 
offensive than the rest. On the left side inhabit 
the Crabhands and the Tunnyheads, which are in 
league one with another: the middle region is | 
possessed by the Lobsterians, and the Flounder- 
foots, a warlike nation and swift of foot. East- 
wards towards the mouth is for the most part 
desert, as overwashed with the sea, Yet I am 
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fain to:take that for my dwelling, paying yearly 
to the Fflounderfoots, ‘in way of tribute, five 
‘hundred .oysters. Of:so many nations doth ‘this 
country consist. We must therefore devise among 
ourselves, either how to be able 'to fight with them, 
or how ‘to live among them.” “What number 
may ‘they all amount unto?” “More than a 
thousand,” said he. “And what armour have 
they?” “None at all,” said -he, “but the bones 
of fishes.” “ Then were it our best course,” said 
I, “to encounter ‘them, being provided as we are, 
and they without weapons: for if ‘we prove too 
hard for them, we shall afterwards live out of 
fear.” 

This we concluded upon, and went to our ship 
to furnish ourselves with arms. The occasion of 
war we gave by nonpayment of tribute, which then 
was due: for they sent their messengers to 
demand it, to whom we gave.a harsh and scornful 
answer, and sent them packing with their errand. 
But the Flounderfoots,-and Lobsterians, taking ‘it 
ill.at the hands of Scintharus, for so was the man 
named,.came against us with great tumult; and 
we suspecting what ‘they do, stood ‘upon our 
‘guard to wait for them, and laid five and twenty 
of our ‘men in ambush, commanding them as soon 
as the enemy ‘was past by, to set upon them; who 
did so, and arose out-of their ambush, ‘and ‘fell 
upon the rear. “We also'being five and ‘twenty in 
‘number (for Scintharus and ‘his son were mar- 
‘Shalled among us) advanced to ‘meet ‘then, and 
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encountered them with great. courage and strength: 
‘put in the end we put them ‘to flight, and pursued 
them to their very dens. Of the enemies were 
slain an hundred threescore and ‘ten, and but one 
‘of us, beside our pilot, who was'thrust through the 
back with a fish’s rib. 

‘All that day followmg, and ‘the night after, we 
lodged in our ‘trenches, and set on end a dry 
.backbone of a dolphin instead of a trophy. The 
next morning the rest of the country people per- 
ceiving what had happened, came to assault us. 
The Bombay Ducks were ranged in the ‘right 
wing with Pelamus their captain; ‘the Tunny- 
‘heads were placed in the left wing, the Crabhands 
made up the main battle, for the Minnowmen 
stirred not, neither would they join with either 
‘part. About the temple of Poseidon we met with 
them, and joined fight with a great cry, which was 
answered with an echo out of the whale, as if it 
‘had been a:cave: but we secon put them 'to ‘flight, 
being naked people, and chased them into the 
wood, making ourselves ‘masters of the country. 
Soon after they sent ambassadors to us,'to crave 
the bodies of the dead, and to treat upon condi- 
tions of peace; but we had no purpose to hold 
friendship with them, but set upon them the next 
day, and put them all to the sword, excepting 
the Minnowmen, who seeing how it fared with 
‘the rest of their fellows, fled away ‘through the 
gills of the ‘fish, and cast ‘themselves into the sea, 

Then we travelled all the country over, which 
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now was desert, and dwelt there afterwards without 
fear of enemies, spending our time in exercise of 
the body, and in hunting, in planting vineyards, 
and gathering fruit of the trees, like such men as 
live delicately, and have the world at will, in a 
spacious and unavoidable prison. 

But when the fifth day of the ninth month was 
come, about the time of the second opening of the 
mouth (for so the whale did once every hour, 
whereby we conjectured how the hours went away) 
I say about the second opening, upon a sudden, 
we heard a great cry, and a mighty noise, like the 
calls of mariners, and the stirring of oars, which 
troubled us not a little. Wherefore we crept up 
into the very mouth of the fish, and standing 
within his teeth, saw the strangest sight that ever 
eye beheld: men of monstrous greatness, half a 
furlong in stature, sailing upon mighty great 
islands, as if they were upon shipboard. I know 
you will think this smells like a lie, but yet you 
shall have it. The islands were of a good length 
indeed, but not very high, containing about an 
hundred furlongs in compass. Every one of these 
carried of those kind of men, eight and twenty, of 
which some sat on either side of the island, and 
rowed in their course with great cypress trees, 
‘branches, leaves and all, instead of oars. On the 
stern or hinder part, as I take it, stood the gover- 
nor, upon a high hill, with a brazen rudder of a 
furlong in length in his hand; on the fore part 
stood forty such fellows as those, armed for the 
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fight, resembling men in all points, but in their 
hair, which was all fire and burnt clearly, so that 
they needed no helmets. Instead of sails, the 
wood growing in the island did serve their turns ; 
for the wind blowing against it, drave forward the 
island like a ship, and carried. it which way the 
governor would have it, for they had no pilots to 
direct them, and were as nimble to be stirred with 
oars as any long boat. At the first we had the 
sight but of two or three of them; afterwards 
there appeared no less than six hundred, which 
dividing themselves into two parts, prepared for 
encounter, in which many of them by meeting 
with their barks together were broken in pieces, 
many were turned over and drowned. They that 
closed, fought lustily, and would not easily be 
parted ; for the soldiers in the front showed a 
great deal of valour, entering one upon another, 
and killed all they could, for none were taken 
prisoners. Instead of iron grapples, they had 
mighty great Cuttlefish fast tied, which they cast 
at the other, and if they once laid hold on the 
wood, they made the isle sure enough for stirring; 
they darted and wounded one another with oysters 
that would fill a wain, and sponges as big as an 
acre. The leader on the one side was olocen- 
‘taurus, and of the other Thalassopotes. The 
quarrel, as it seems, grew about taking a booty: 
for they said that Thalassopotes, drave away many 
flocks of dolphins that belonged to Aolocentaurus, 
as we heard by their clamours one to another, and 
(B86) Cc. 
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calling upon the names of their Kings. But 
Aéolocentaurus had the better of the day, and: 
sunk one hundred and fifty of the enemy’s islanda, 
and three they took with the men and all; the 
rest withdrew themselves and fled, whom the other 
pursued, but not far, because it grew towards. 
evening, but returned to those that were wrecked 
and broken, which they also recovered for the 
most part, and took their own away with them: 
for on their part there were no less than fourscore 
islands drowned. Then they erected a trophy for 
a monument of this island fight, and fastened one. 
of the enemy’s islands with a stake upon the head 
of the whale ; that night they lodged close by the 
beast, casting their cables about him, and anchored. 
near unto him ; their anchors are huge and great, 
made all of glass, but of a wonderful strength. 
The merrow after, when they had sacrificed upon 
the top of the whale, and there buried their dead, 
they sailed away, with great triumphs and songs of 
victory ; and this was the manner of the islands 
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Upon this we began to be weary of our abode 
in the whale, and our tarriance there did much 
trouble.us ; we therefore set. all our: wits to work 
ta. find’ out some means -or other to. clears us from 
our captivity. -First. we thought it: would do weld 
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to dig a hole through his right side, and make oar 
escape that way forth, which we began to labour 
at lustily: but after we had pierced him five fur. 
longs deep, and found it was to.no purpose, we 
gave it over. Then we devised to set the wood 
on fire, for that’ would certainly kill him without 
question, and being once dead, our issue would be 
easy enough. This we also put into practice, and 
began our project at the tail end, which burnt 
sever: days, and as many nights, before he had any 
feeling of our fireworks: upon the eighth and 
ninth days we perceived he began to grow sickly: 
for he gaped more dully than he was wont to doa, 
and sooner closed his mouth again: the tenth and 
eleventh he was thoroughly mortifred: upon the 
twelfth day we bethought ourselves, though almost 
too late, that unless we underpropped his chops 
when he gaped next, to keep him from closing, we 
should be in danger of perpetual imprisonment 
within his dead carcass, and there miserably 
perish. | 

We therefore pitched long beams of timber up» 
right: within his mouth to keep it from shutting, 
and then made our ship in a readiness, and: pro- 
vided ourselves with store of fresh: water, and ail 
other things. necessary for: our use, Scintharus 
taking wopon him to be our pilot, and the next 
morrow the whale died. 

Then we haled our ship through the void pass- 
ages, and fastening cables about his teeth, by little 
and little settled it into the sea, and mounting the 
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back of the whale, sacrificed to Neptune, and for 
three days together took up our lodging hard by 
the trophy, for we were becalmed. The fourth 
day we put to sea, and met with many dead 
corpses that perished in the late sea fight, which 
our ship hit against, whose bodies we took measure 
of with great admiration, and sailed for many 
days in a very temperate weather. But after that 
the north wind blew so bitterly, that a great frost 
ensued, wherewith the whole sea was all frozen up, 
not only superficially upon the upper part, but in 
depth also, the depth of four hundred fathoms, so 
that we were fain to forsake our ship and run 
upon the ice. The wind sitting long in this 
corner, and we not able to endure it, put this 
device in practice, which was the invention of 
Scintharus. With mattocks and other instru- 
mepts, we made a mighty cave in the water, 
wierein we sheltered ourselves forty days to- 
gether : in it we kindled fire, and fed upon fish, of 
which we found great plenty in our digging: at 
the last, our provision falling short, we returned to 
our fkozen ship which we set upright, and spread- 
ing her sails, went forward as well as if we had 
been upon water, leisurely and gently sliding upon 
the ice. But on the fifth day the water grew 
warm, and the frost brake, and all was turned to 
water again. 

We had not sailed three hundred furlongs for- 
wards, but we came to a little island that was 
desert, where we only took in fresh water (which 
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now began to fail us) and with our shot killed two 
wild bulls, and so departed. These bulls have 
their horns growing not upon their heads, but 
under their eyes: as Momus thought it better. 
Then we entered into a sea, not of water, but of 
milk, in which appeared a white island full of 
vines. This island was only a great cheese, well 
pressed (as we afterwards found when we fed upon 
it) about some five and twenty furlongs in bigness. 
The vines were full of clusters of grapes, out of 
which we could crush no wine, but only milk, In 
the midst of the island, there was a temple built, 
dedicated to Galatea, one of the daughters of 
Nereus, as by the inscription appeared. As long 
as we remained there, the soil yielded us food and 
victuals, and our drink was the milk that came out 
of the grapes, In these parts, as they said, 
reigneth Tyro, the daughter of Salmoneus, who 
after her departure, received this Boericn at the 
hands of Neptune. 

In this island we rested ourselves five days, and 
on the sixth day put to sea again, a gentle gale 
attending us, and the seas all still and quiet. The 
eighth day, as we sailed onward, not in milk any 
longer, but in salt and azure water, we saw many 
men running upon the sea, like unto us every way 
forth, both in shape and stature, but only for their 
feet which were of cork, whereupon I suppose they 
had the name of Cork Soles. We marvelled 
much when we saw they did not sink, but keep . 
above water, and travel upon it so boldly; these | 
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came wnfo us, and saluted us in the Grecian 
language, and said they were bound towartls Cork, 
their own country, and for a while ran along by 
us, but at last turned their own way and left as, 
wishime us a happy and prosperous voyage. 
Within a while after many islands appeared, 
and near unto them, upon our left hand, stood 
Cork, the place whereunto they were travelling, 
which was a city seated upon a mighty great and 
round cork. Further off, and more towards the 
right hand, we saw five other islands, large and 
mountainous, in which much fire was burning: but 
directly before us was a spacious flat island, 
distant from us not above five hundred furlongs; 
and approaching somewhat near unbo it, a wonder- 
ful fragrant air breathed upon us, of a most sweet 
and delicate smell, such as Herodotus the story- 
writer saith ariseth out of Arabia the happy, 
consisting of a mixture of roses, daffodils, gilly- 
flowers, lilies, violets, myrtles, bays, and blossoms 
of vires: such a dainty odoriferous savour was 
conveyed unto us. Being delighted with this 
smell, and hoping for better fortunes after our long 
labours, we got within a little of the isle, in which 
we found many havens on every side, not subject 
to overfloating, and yet of great capacity, and 
rivers of clear water emptying themselves easily 
into the sea, with meadows and herbs, and musical 
birds, some singing upon the shore, and many 
upon the branches of the trees, a still and genthe 
air compassing the whole country. When pleasant 


TRIPS. TO WONDERLAND y 


blasts gently stirred the woods, the motion of the 
branches made a continual delightsome melody, 
like the sound of wind instruments in a solitary 
place: a kind of clamour also was heard mixed 
with it, yet not tumultuous nor offensive, but like 
the noise of a banquet, when some do play on 
wind instruments, some commend the music, and 
some with their hands applaud the pipe, or the 
harp, all which yielded us so great content, that 
we boldly entered the haven, made fast our ship 
and landed, leaving in her only Scintharus, and 
two more of our companions behind us, 

Passing along through a sweet meadow, we met 
with the guards that used to sail about the island, 
who took us, and bound us with garlands of roses 
(which are the strictest bands they have) to be 
carried to their Governor. From them we heard 
as we were upon the way, that it was the island of 
those that are called Blessed, and that Rhada- 
manthus was Governor there, to whom we were 
brought and placed the fourth in order of them 
that were to be judged. 

The first trial was about Ajax, the son of 
Telamon, whether he were a meet man to be 
zdmitted into the society of the Heroes, or not. 
The objections against him were his madness, and 
the killing of himself: and after long pleading to 
and fro, Rhadamanthus gave this sentence, that 
for the present he should be put to Hippocrates, 
the physician of Cos, to be purged with helle- 
bore, and upon the recovery of his wits to have 
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admittance. The second was a controversy of love, 
Theseus and Menelaus contending which had the 
better right to Helen: but Rhadamanthus gave 
judgment on Menelaus’ side, in respect of the 
manifold labours and perils he had incurred for 
that marriage sake, whereas Theseus had wives 
enough beside to live withal, as the Amazon and 
the daughter of Minos. The third was a question 
of precedency, between Alexander the son of 
Philip, and Hannibal the Carthaginian, in which 
Alexander was preferred, and his throne placed 
next to the elder Cyrus the Persian. 

In the fourth place we appeared, and he de- 
manded of us, what reason we had, being living 
men, to take land in that sacred country ; and we 
told him all our adventures in order as they befell 
us. Then he commanded us to stand aside, and 
considering upon it a great while, in the end 
proposed it to the Benchers, which were many, 
and among them Aristides the Athenian, surnamed 
the Just: and when he was provided what 
sentence to deliver, he said, That for our busy 
curiosity, and needless travels, we should be 
accountable after our death: but for the present, 
we should have a time limited for our abode, 
during which we should feast with the Heroes, and 
then depart, prefixing us seven months’ liberty to 
conclude our tarriance, and no more. 

Then our garlands fell off from us of them- 
selyes, and we were set loose, and led into the 
city to feast with the Blessed. The city was all 
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of gold, compassed with a wall made of the 
precious stone emerald, which had seven gates, 
every one cut out of a whole piece of timber of 
cinnamon tr The pavement of the city, and all 
the ground within the walls was ivory. The 
temples of the gods were built of beryl, with large 
altars made all of one amethyst, upon which they 
offer their sacrifices. About the city runneth a 
river of most excellent sweet ointment, in breadth 
an hundred cubits of the large measure, and so 
deep that a man may swim in it with ease. For 
their baths, they have great houses of glass, which 
they warm with cinnamon: and their bathing tubs 
are filled with warm dew instead of water. Their 
only garments are cobwebs of purple colour, 
neither have they any bodies, but are intactile and 
without flesh, a mere shape and presentation only. 
Being thus bodiless, yet they stand, and are 
moved, are intelligent, and can speak: and their 
naked soul seemeth to wander up and down in a 
corporal likeness ; for if a man touch them not, he 
cannot say otherwise, but that they have bodies, 
altogether like shadows standing upright, and not, 
as they are, of a dark colour. No man waxeth 
any older there than he was before, but of what 
age he comes thither, so he continues. Neither is 
there any night with them, nor indeed clear day: 
but like the twilight towards morning before the 
sun be up, such a kind of light do they live in. 
They know but one season of the year which is 
the Spring, and feel no other wind but the west 
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wind. ‘Fhe region dourished with all sorts of 
flowers, and with all pleasing plants fit for ‘shade ; 
their vines bear fruit twelve times a year, every 
month. once ; their pomegranate trees, their apple 
trees, and their other fruit, they say, bear thirteen 
times in the year: for in the month called Minaus 
they bear twice. Instead of wheat, their ears 
bear them loaves of bread reacly baked, like unto 
mushrooms. About the city are three hundred 
threescore and five wells of water, and as many of 
honey, amd five hundred of sweet ointment, for 
they ‘are less than the other. They have seven 
rivers of milk, and eight of wine. They keep 
their feast without the city, in.a field called 
Elysium, which is a most pleasant meadow en- 
vironed with woods of all sorts, so thick that they 
serve for a shade to all that are invited: who sit 
upon beds of flowers, and are waited upon, and 
-have everything brought unto them by the winds, 
unless it be to have the wine filled; and that 
there is no need of; for about the banqueting 
place are mighty great trees growing of clear and 
pure glass; and the fruit of those trees are 
drinking cups and other vessels of what. fashion or 
greatness you will; and every man that comes to 
the feast gathers one or two of those cups, and 
set them before him, which will be full of wine 
presently, and then they drink. Instead of gar- 
lands, the nightingales, and other azusical birds, 
gather flowers with their beaks out of the meadows 
adjoiniag, and flying over their heads with chirp- 
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inig motes scatter them among them. They are 
anointed with sweet ointment in this manner: 
sundry clouds draw this unguent out of the ‘foan- 
tains and the rivers, which settling ower. the heads 
of them that are. at the banquet, the Jeast blast of 
wind makes a snvall rain fall upon them like unto 
a dew. After supper they spend thei ‘time in 
tausic and singing; their ditties that are in most 
request, they take out of Homer’s verses, who 
is there present himself and feasteth among them, 
sitting next above Ulysses. Their choirs consist 
of boys and virgins, which are directed and 
assisted by Eunomus the Locrian, and Arion the 
Lesbian, and Anacreon, and Stesichorus, who' hath 
bad a place there ever since his recomcitement 
with Helen. As soon as these have done, there 
enter a second choir of swans, swallows and 
nightingales: and when they have ended, the 
whole wood rings like wind instruments by the 
stirring of the air. But that which maketh most 
for their mirth, are two wells adjoining to the 
banqueting place, the one of laughter, the other of 
pleasure ; of these every man drinks to begin the 
feast withal, which makes them spend the whole 
time in mirth and janghter. 

‘IT will also relate unto you, what famous men I 
saw in that association. There are all the demi- 
gods, and all that fought against Troy, excepting 
Ajax the Locrian;:he only, they told me, was 
tormented in the region of the unrighteous. Of 
BRarbarians,:there was the elder and the younger 
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Cyrus, and Anacharsis the Scythian: Zamolxis 
the Thracian, and Numa the Italian; there was 
also Lycurgus the Lacedemonian, and Phocion 
and Tellus the Athenians, and all the wise men, 
unless it were Periander, I saw also Socrates the 
son of Sophroniscus prattling with Nestor, and 
Palamedes, and close by him stood Hyacinthus, 
the Lacedemonian, and the gallant Narcissus, and 
Hylas, and other beautiful and lovely youths; 
and for ought I could gather by him, he was far in 
love with Hyacinthus, for he discoursed with him 
more than all the rest: for which cause, they said, 
Rhadamanthus was offended at him, and often 
threatened to thrust him out of the island, if he 
continued to play the fool in that fashion, and not 
give over his idle manner of jesting when he was 
at their banquet. Only Plato was not present, for 
they said he dwelled in a city framed by himself, 
observing the same rule of government and laws 
as he had prescribed for them to live under. 
Aristippus and Epicurus are prime men amongst 
them, because they are the most jovial good 
fellows, and the best companions, Diogenes the 
Sinopean, was so far altered from the man he 
was before, that he was married, and was many 
times so merry, that he would dance about the 
reom, as a man out of his senses, Atsop the 
Phrygian served them for a jester. There was not 
one Stoic in company, but they were still busied 
in ascending the height of virtue’s hill; and of. 
Chrysippus, we heard that it was not, lawful for 
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him by any means to touch upon the island until 
he have the fourth time purged himself with 
hellebore. The Academics they say, were willing 
enough to come, but that they yet are doubtful, 
and in suspense, and cannot comprehend how 
there should be any such island. But indeed, 
I think they were fearful to come to be judged by 
Rhadamanthus, because themselves have abolished 
all kinds of judgment: yet many of them they 
say, had a desire, and would follow after those 
that were coming thither, but were so slothful 
as to give it over, because they were not compre- 
hensive, and therefore turned back in the midst of 
their way. These were all the men of note that I 
saw there: and amongst them all Achilles was 
held to be the best man, and next to him 
Theseus. 

After I had spent two or three days in this 
manner, I went to talk with Homer the poet, our 
leisure serving us both well, and to know of him 
what countryman he was, a question with us hard 
to be resolved ; and he said he could not certainly 
tell himself, because some said he was of Chios, 
some of Smyrna, and many to be of Colophon: 
but he said, indeed, he was a Babylonian, and 
among his own countrymen not called Homer but 
‘Tigranes: and afterwards living as an hostage 
‘among the Grecians, he had therefore that name 
put upon him. Then I questioned him about 
those verses in his books that are disallowed, as 
hot of his making, whether they were written by 
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him or not, and he told :me they were all his own, 
much condemning Zenodotus and Aristarchus the 
Grammarians for their weakness in jadgment. 
When he had satished me ia this, I asked kim 
again why he began the first verse of his poem 
with anger? and he told me it fell out so by 
chance, not upon any premeditation. I also 
desired to know of him, whether he wrote his 
Odysseys before his Iliads, as many men do hold: 
but he said tt was not so. As for his blindness 
which is changed upon him, I soom found it was 
far otherwise, and perceived it so plainly, that I 
needed not to question him about it. Thus was I 
used. to do many days, when I found him idle, 
and would go to him, and ask him many ques- 
tions, which he would give me answer to very 
freely: especially when we talked of a triat he 
had in the Court of Justice, wherein: he got the 
better; for Thersites had preferred.a bill of com. 
plaint against him for abusing him, and scofhimg at 
him im his poems, in which action Homer was 
acquitted, having Ulysses for. his advocate. About 
the same timve came to us Pythagoras, the Samian, 
who had changed his shape now seven times, and 
lived. in as many lives, and accomplished the 
periods of his soul: the right half of his body was 
wholly of goid: and they all agreed that he 
should have a piace amongst them, but were 
doubtful what to.cail him, Pythagoras or Euphor+ 
bus. Xmpedoctes also came to the place, scorched 
‘qaite. oves, as if his body had. bees. breiled:upon: 
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the embers; but could not be admitted for ail his 
great entreaty. 

' ‘The time passing thus along, the day of prizes 
for the masteries of activity now approached, 
which they call Death’s Holiday: the setters of 
them: forth were Achilles, the fifth time, and 
Theseus the seventh time. To relate the whole 
circumstance would require a long discourse: but 
the principal: points I will deliver. At wrestling, 
Carus, one of the lineage of Hereules, had the 
best, amd won the garland from Ulysses, The 
fight with fists was equal between Areius the 
Egyptian who was buried at Corinth, and Epeius, 
that combated for it. There was no prize ap- 
pointed for the pancration fight; neither do I 
remember who got the best in running; but for 
poetry, though Homer without question were too 
good for them all, yet the best was given to 
Hesiod. The prizes were all alive, garlands 
plaited of peacocks’ feathers, 

As soon as the games were ended, news: came 
to us that the damned crew in the habitation of 
the wicked, had broken their bounds, escaped the 
jailors, and were coming to assail the island, led 
by Phalaris the Acragantine, Busyris the Egyptian, 
Diomedes the Thracian, Sciron, Pityocamptes, and 
others: which Rhadamanthus hearing, he. ramged 
the Heroes. in battle array upon the sea shore, 
under the teading of Theseus and Achilles, and 
Ajax’ Telamonius, who had‘ now recovered his 
senses, where they joined fight: but the Heroes 
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hiad the day, Achilles carrying himself very nobly, 
Socrates also, who was placed in the right wing, 
was noted for a brave soldier, much better than he 
was in his lifetime, in the battle of Delium: for 
when the enemy charged him, he neither fled, nor 
changed countenance: wherefore afterwards, in 
reward of his valour, he had a prize set out for 
him on purpose: which was a beautiful and 
spacious garden, planted in the suburbs of the 
city, whereunto he invited many, and disputed 
with them, giving it the name of Corpse Academe. 
Then we took the vanquished prisoners, and 
bound them, and sent them back to be punished 
with greater torments. This fight was also penned 
by Homer, who, at my departure, gave me the 
book to show my friends, which I afterwards lost 
and many things besides: but the first verse of 
the poem I remember was this, 


“Tell me now, Muse, how the dead Heroes fought.” 


When they overcome in fight, they have a custom 
to make a feast with sodden beans, wherewith they 
banquet together for the joy of their victory: only 
Pythagoras had no part with them, but sat aloof 
off, and lost his dinner because he could not away 
with the beans. 

Six months were now passed, and the seventh 
half way onwards, when they decreed to send us. 
packing out of the country, our prefixed time 
being come, and that we should stay there no 
longer than the next morrow, wherewith I was 
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much aggrieved and wept bitterly to leave so good 
a place, and turn wanderer again I knew not 
whither. But they comforted me much in telling 
me, that before many years were past I should be 
with them again, and showed me a chair and bed 
prepared for me against the time to come, near 
unto persons of the best quality. Then went I to 
Rhadamanthus, humbly beseeching him to tell me 
my future fortunes, and to direct me in my course: 
and he told me, that after many travels and 
dangers, I should at last recover my country, but 
would not tell me the certain time of my return ; 
and showing me the islands adjoining, which were 
five in number, and a sixth a little further off, he 
said, “Those nearest are the islands of the 
Ungodly, which you see burning all in a light 
fire, but the other is the Island of Dreams; 
beyond that is the Island of Calypso, which you 
cannot see from hence; when you are past these, 
you shall come into the great continent, over 
against your own country, where you shall suffer 
many afflictions, and pass through many nations, 
and meet with men of inhuman conditions, and at 
length attain to the other continent.” When he 
had told me this, he plucked a root of mallow out 
of the ground, and reached it to me, commanding 
me in my greatest perils to make my prayer to 
that ; advising me further, neither to rake in the 
fire with my knife, nor to feed upon lupins: if I 
were mindful of this, the hopes would be great 
that I should come to the Island again. Then 
(B 816) D 
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we prepared for our passage, and feasted with 
them at the usual hour, and next morrow I went 
to Homer, entreating him to-do so much as make 
an epigram of itwo verses for me, which he did: 
and I erected a pillar of berylstone near unto the 
haven, and engraved them upon it. The epigram 
was this: 
Lucian, the gods’ belov’d, did once attain 
To see all this, and then go home again. 
After that day’s tarrying, we put to sea, brought 
onward on our way by the Heroes: where Ulysses 
closely coming to me, that Penelope might not see 
him, conveyed a letter into my hand to deliver to 
Calypso in the Isle of Ogygia; Rhadamanthus 
also sent Nauplius the ferryman along with us, 
that if it were our fortune to put into those islands, 
no man should lay hands upon us, because we 
went bent upon other employments. No sooner 
had we passed beyond the smell of that sweet 
odour, but we felt a horrible filthy stink, like pitch 
and brimstone burning, carrying an intolerable 
scent with it, as men were broiling upon burning 
coals: the air was dark and muddy, from which 
distilled a pitchy kind of dew: we heard also the 
lash of the whips, and roaring of the tormented. 
Yet went we not to visit all the islands; but that 
wherein we landed was of this form. It was 
wholly compassed about with deep, sharp: and 
craggy rocks, without either wood or water: yet 
we made a shift to scramble up among the cliffs, 
and so went forwards, in a way quite overgrown 
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with briars and thorns, through a most villainous 
ghastly country ; and coming at last to the prison 
and place of torment, we wondered to see the 
nature and quality of the soil, which brought forth 
no other flowers but swords and daggers; and 
round about it ran certain rivers, the first of dirt, 
the second of blood, and the innermost of burning 
fire which was very broad and unpassable, floating 
like water, and working like the waves of the sea, 
full of sundry fishes, some as big as firebrands, 
others of a less size like coals of fire, and these 
they call lampeys. There was but one narrow 
entrance into it, and Timon of Athens appointed 
to keep the door, yet we got in by the help of 
Nauplius, and saw them that were tormented, 
both Kings, and private persons very many, of 
whom there were some that I knew; for there I 
saw Cynirus hanging up in the smoke. But the 
greatest torments of all are inflicted upon them 
that told any lies in their lifetime, and wrote un- 
truly, as Ctesias the Cnidian, Herodotus, and many 
other, which I beholding, was put in great hopes 
that I should never have anything to do there, for 
I do not know that ever I spake any untruth in 
my life. We therefore returned speedily to our 
ship (for we could endure the sight no longer) and 
‘taking our leave of Nauplius, sent him back again. - 
‘A little after appeared the Isle of Dreams near 
unto us, an obscure country, and unperspicuous to 
the eye, endued with the same quality as dreams 
themselves are; for as we drew, it still gave back 
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and fled from us, that it seemed to be further off 
than at first, but in the end we attained it and 
»entered the haven called Sleep, and adjoined to the 
great gate of ivory, where the temple of Chanticleer 
stands, and took land somewhat late in the even- 
ing. Entering the gate we saw many dreams of 
sundry fashions. But I will first tell you some- 
what of the city, because no man else hath written 
any description of it; only Homer hath touched 
it a little, but to small purpose. It is round about 
environed with a wood, the trees whereof are ex- 
ceeding high poppies, and mandragoras, in which 
an infinite number of owls do nestle, and no other 
birds are to be seen in the island. Near unto it is 
a river running, called by them Nightrunner, and 
at the gates are two wells, the one named Never- 
awake, the other Vigil. The wall of the city is 
high and of a changeable colour, like unto the 
rainbow ; in which are four gates, though Homer 
speaks but of two: for there are two which look 
toward the fields of sloth, the one made of iron, 
the other of potter's clay, through which those 
dreams have passage, that represent fearful, bloody 
and cruel matters ; the other two behold the haven 
and the sea, of which the one is made of horn, the 
other of ivory, which we went in at. As we 
entered the city, on the right hand stands the 
temple of the Night, whom with Chanticleer, they. 
reverence above all the gods; for he hath also 
a temple built for him, near unto the haven... On 
the left hand stands the palace of Sleep: for he is 
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the Sovereign King over them all, and hath 

deputed two great Princes to govern under him, 

namely Bogey the son of Will-o’-the-wisp, and 
Réadyfiioney the son of Phantasy. In the midst ~ 
of the market place is a well, by them called 

Slumber, and two temples adjoining, the one of 
Falsehood, the other of Truth, which have either 

of them a private cell peculiar to the priests, and 

an Oracle, in which the chief prophet is Antipho, 
the interpreter of dreams, who was preferred by 
Sleep to that place of dignity. These dreams are 
not all alike either in nature or in shape: for some 
of them are long, beautiful and pleasing, others 
again are as short and deformed; some make 
show to be of gold, and others to be as base and 
beggarly ; some of them had wings, and were of 
monstrous forms; others set out in pomp as it 
were in a triumph, representing the appearances of 
kings, gods and other persons. Many of them 
were of our acquaintance, for they had been seen 
of us before, which come to us and saluted us as 
their old friends, and took us, and lulled us asleep, 
and feasted us nobly and courteously, promising 
beside all other entertainment which was sumptu- 
ous and costly, to make us kings and princes. 
Some of them brought us home to our own 
country to show us our friends there, and came 
back with us the next morning. Thus we spent 
thirty days and as many nights among them, 
sleeping and feasting all the while, until a sudden 
clap of thunder awakened us all, and we starting 
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up, provided ourselves of victuals, and took to sea 
again, and on the third day landed in Ogygia. 
But upon the way I opened the letter I was to 
deliver, and read the contents, which were: these: 
“ Ulysses ta Calypso sendeth greeting. This is to 
give you to understand, that after my departure 
from you,.in the vessel I made in haste for myself, 
I suffered shipwreck, and hardly escaped by the 
help of Leucothea into the country of the Phaea- 
cians, who: sent me to mine own home, where f 
found many that were wooers to my wife, and 
riotously consumed my means; but I slew them 
all, and was afterwards killed myself by my son 
Telegonus, and am now in the Island of the 
Blessed, where I daily repent myself for refusing 
to live with you, and forsaking the immortality 
proffered. me by. you: but if I can spy a con- 
venient time, I will give them all the slip and 
come to you.” This was the effect of the letter 
with some addition concerning us, that. we should 
have: entertainment; and far had I not gone from 
the sea, but [I found such a cave as Homer 
speaks. of, and: she. herself working busily at her 
woal. When, she had received the letter, and 
brought us in, she began. to weep and take on 
grievously ; but afterwards she asked us to meat, 
and made us very good cheer, asking us many. 
questions concerning Ulysses‘and Penelope, whether 
she: was. so: beautiful. and modest, as Ulysses. had 
often: before bragged of her; and we made her 
such answer as we thought would give her best 
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content ; and departing to our ship, reposed our- 
selves near unto the shore, and in the morning put 
to sea, where we were taken with a violent storm ; 
which tossed us two days together, and on the 
third we fell among the Cucumber Pirates. These 
are a wild kind of men, that issue out of the 
islands adjoining, and prey upon passengers ; and 
for their shipping have mighty great gourds six 
cubits in length, which they make hollow when 
they are ripe, and cleanse out all that is within 
them, and use the rinds for ships, making their 
masts of reeds, and their sails of the gourd leaves. 
These set upon us with two ships furnished, and 
fought with us, and wounded many, casting at us 
instead of stones, the seeds of those gourds, The 
ficht was continued with equal fortune, till about 
noon, at which time, behind the Cucumber Pirates 
we espied the Nut Mariners.coming on, who as it 
appeared, were enemies to the other: for when 
they saw them approach, they forsook us and 
turned about to fight with them, and in the mean 
space we hoist sail and away, leaving them tagether 
by the ears; and no doubt but the Nut Mariners 
had the better of the day, for they exceeded in 
number, having five ships well furnished, and their 
vessels of greater strength, for they are made of 
nutshells. cloven: in: the midst and cleansed, of 
which every half is fifty fathom in length. 

When we: were got out of sight, we were 
careful for the curing of our hurt men, and from 
that. time: forwards went no more unarmed, fearing 
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continually to be assaulted on the sudden: and 
good cause we had: for before sunsetting, some 
twenty men or thereabout, which also were pirates, 
made towards us riding upon monstrous great 
dolphins, which carried them surely: and when 
their riders gat upon their backs, would neigh like 
horses. When they were come near us, they 
divided themselves, some on one side, and some 
on the other, and flung at us with dried cuttlefish, 
and the eyes of seacrabs: but when we shot at 
them again, and hurt them, they would not abide 
it, but fled to the island, the most of them 
wounded. About midnight, the sea being calm, 
we fell, before we were aware, upon a mighty great 
halcyon’s nest, in compass no less than threescore 
furlongs, in which the halcyon herself sailed, as 
she was hatching her eggs, in quantity almost 
equalling the nest: for when she took her wings, 
the blast of her feathers had like to have over- 
turned our ship, making a lamentable noise as she 
flew along. As soon as it was day, we got upon 
it, and found it to be a nest, fashioned like a great 
lighter, with trees planted and wound one within 
another, in which were five hundred eggs, every 
one bigger than a tun of Chios measure, and so 
near their time of hatching, that the young 
chickens might be seen, and began to cry. Then 
with an axe we hewed one of the eggs in pieces, 
and cut out a young one that had no feathers, 
which yet. was bigger than twenty of our vultures. 
When we had gone some two- hundred furlongs 
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from this nest, fearful prodigies, and strange 
tokens appeared unto us: for the carved goose 
that stood for an ornament on the stern of the 
ship, suddenly flushed out with feathers and began 
to cry ; Scintharus our pilot, that was a bald man, 
in an instant was covered with hair; and which 
was more strange than all the rest, the mast of 
our ship began to bud out with branches, and to 
bear fruit at the top, both of figs, and great 
clusters of grapes, but not yet ripe. Upon sight 
of this, we had great cause to be troubled in mind, 
and therefore besought the gods to avert from us 
the evil that by these tokens was portended. And 
we had not passed full out five hundred furlongs, 
but we came in view of a mighty wood of pine- 
trees and cypresses, which made us think it had 
been land, when it was indeed a sea of infinite 
depth, planted with trees that had no roots, but 
floated firm and upright, standing upon the water. 
When we came to it, and found how the case 
stood with us, we knew not what to do with 
ourselves: to go forward through the trees was 
altogether impossible, they were so thick, and grew 
so close together ; and to turn again with safety, 
was as much unlikely. I therefore got me up to 
the top of the highest tree to discover if I could 
see.what was beyond, and I found the breadth of 
the wood to be fifty furlongs or thereabout, and 
then appeared another ocean to receive us, Where- 
fore we thought it best to essay to lift up our ship 
upon the leaves of the trees, which were thick 
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grown, and by that means to pass over if it were 
possible to the ather ocean. And so we did: for 
fastening a strong cable to our ship, we wound it 
about the tops of the trees, and with. much ado 
poised it up to the height, and placing it upon the 
branches, spread our sails, and were carried as it 
were upon the sea, dragging our ship after us by 
the help of the wind which set it forward: at 
which time, a verse of the poet Antimachus came 
to my remembrance, wherein he speaks of sailing 
over the tops of trees. When we had passed over 
the wood, and were come to the sea again, we let 
down our ship in the same manner as we took 
it up. 

Then sailed we forward in a pure and clear 
stream, until we came to an exceeding great gulf 
or trench in the sea, made by the division of the 
waters; aS many times is upon land, where we 
see great clefts made in the ground by earth- 
quakes and other means. Whereupon we struck 
sail and our ship stayed upon a sudden, when it 
was at the pit’s brim ready to tumble in: and we 
stooping down to look at it, thought it could be 
no less than a thousand furlongs deep, most 
fearful and monstrous to behold; for the water 
stood as it were divided into two parts. But 
looking on our right hand afar off, we perceived a 
bridge of water, which to our seeming, did join the 
two seas together, and cross over fram the one to 
the other; wherefore we laboured with oars to get 
unto it, and over it we went, and with much ado 
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got to the further side, beyond all our expectation. 
Then a calm sea received us, and in it we found 
an island, not very great, but inhabited with 
unsociable people ; for in it were dwelling wild 
men named. Bullheads, that had horns on their 
heads like the picture of Minotaurus: where we 
went ashore to look for fresh water and victuals, 
for ours was all spent; and there we found water 
enough, but nothing else appeared ; only we. heard 
a great roaring and bellowing a little way off, 
which we thought to have been some herd of 
cattle, and going forwards, fell upon those men, 
who espying us, chased us back again, and took 
three of our company, the rest fled towards the 
sea, Then we all armed ourselves, not meaning 
to leave our friends unavenged, and set upon the 
Bullheads, as they were dividing the flesh of them 
that were slain, and put them all to flight, and 
pursued. after them, of whom we killed fifty, and 
two we took alive, and so returned with our 
prisoners, but food we could find none. Then the 
company were ail earnest with me to kill those 
whom we had taken: but I did not like so well of 
that, thinking it better to keep them in bonds, 
until ambassadors should come from the Bullheads 
to ransom them. that were taken, and. indeed they 
did: and I well understood by the nodding of 
their heads, and their lamentable lowing, like 
petitioners, what their business was. So we 
agreed upon a: ransom: of sundry cheeses, and 
dried fish, and onions, and four deer with three 
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legs apiece, two behind and one before. Upon 
these conditions we delivered those whom we had 
taken, and tarrying there but one day, departed. 
Then the fishes began to show themselves in the 
sea, and the birds flew over our heads, and all 
other tokens of our approach to land appeared 
unto us, Within a while after we saw men 
travelling the seas, and a new found manner of 
navigation, themselves supplying the office both 
for ship and sailor: and I will show you how. 
They lie on their backs in the water having a sail 
fastened to them, the cords whereof they hold in 
their hands, when the wind hath taken it, they are 
carried up and down as please themselves. After 
these followed others riding upon cork, for they 
yoke two dolphins together, and drive them on, 
(performing themselves the place of a coachman) 
which draw the cork along after them. These 
never offered us any violence, nor once shunned 
our sight, but passed along in our company, with- 
out fear, in a peaceable manner, wondering at the 
greatness of our ship, and beholding it on every 
side. At evening we arrived upon a smal! island, 
inhabited, as it seemed, only by women who could 
speak the Greek language: for they came unto us, 
gave us their hands, and saluted us, all beautiful, 
and young, wearing long mantles down to the feet. 
The island was called Knockemdown, and the 
city Waterton. So the women received us, and 
every one of them took aside one of us for herself, 
and made him her guest. But I pausing a little 
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upon it (for my heart misgave me) looked narrowly 
round about, and saw the bones of many men, 
and the skulls lying together in a corner; yet I 
thought not good to make any stir, or to call my 
company about me, or to put on arms: but taking 
the mallow into my hand, made my earnest prayer 
thereto, that I might escape out of those present 
perils. Within a while after, when the strange 
female came to wait upon me, I perceived she had 
not the legs of a woman, but the hooves of an ass ; 
whereupon I drew my sword, and taking fast hold 
of her, bound her, and examined her upon the 
point ; and she, though unwillingly, confessed that 
they were seawomen, called Legassians, and they 
fed upon strangers that travelled that way ; “ for,” 
said she, “when we have made them drunk, we 
make a hand of them.” I hearing this, left her 
bound in the place where she was, and went up to 
the roof of the house, where I made an outcry, and 
called my company to me, and when they were 
come together, acquainted them with all that I had 
heard, and showed them the bones, and brought 
them in to her that was bound, who suddenly was 
turned into water, and could not be seen; not- 
withstanding I thrust my sword into the water to 
see what would come of it, and it was changed 
into blood. Then we made all the haste we could 
to our ship, and got us away; and as soon as it 
was clear day, we had sight of the main land, 
which we judged to be the country opposite to our 
continent. Whereupon we worshipped, and made 
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our prayers, and took counsel what was now to be 
done. Some thought it best, only to go aland, 
and so return back again: others thought it better 
to leave our ship there, and march into the mid 
land, to try what the inhabitants would do. But 
whilst we were upon this consultation a violent 
storm fell upon us, which drave our ship against 
the shore, and burst it all in pieces, and with much 
ado we all swam to land with our arms, every 
man catching what ‘he could lay hands on. 

These are all the occurrences I can acquaint 
you withall, till the time of our landing both in 
the sea, and in our course to the islands, and in 
the air; and after that in the whale; and when 
we came out again, what betided unto us among 
the Heroes, and among the dreams, and lastly 
among the Bullheads, and the Legassians: what 
passed upon land, the next books shall deliver. 


ICAROMENIPPUS, OR THE LOFTY 
TRAVELLER. 


(MENIPPUS, FRIEND.) 


Menippus. By this account, from the Earth to 
the Moon can be no less than three thousand 
furlongs, ‘where we took up our first lodging: 
from thence upwards to the Sun are about five 
hundred leagues: and from the Sun to the height 
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of heaven, and the sublime seat of Zeus himself, is 
as far as a swift eagle is able to reach in a whole 
day’s flight. 

Friend. How now Menippus? Are you trading 
in astronomy, and practising arithmetical con- 
clusions so closely by yourself? Foras I followed 
after you, methought I heard you talk strangely 
of Suns and Moons, and leagues and lodgings, 
and I cannot tell what. 

Mentppus. Marvel not, good friend, though I 
talk transcendently, and above the pitch of our 
common region, for I am making a summary 
computation to myself of my late peregrination. 

Friend, Why, good sir, did you travel like a 
Phoenician, and score out your way by the course 
of the stars ? 

Mentppus. 1 tell you no; for my journey lay 
among the very stars themselves. 

Friend. O Hercules, what a horrible long dream 
were you taken withal, that could forget yourself 
to be asleep the travelling of so many leagues! 

Menippus. Why, friend, do you think I tell you 
a dream, and came from Zeus just now? 

Friend. Say you so? Is Menippus also sailen 
down from Zeus amongst us? 

Menippus. 1 speak it seriously ; I came but this 
day from that very Zeus himself, where I both 
heard and saw matters exceeding all imagination : 
if you believe me not, I am the gladder of it, that 
my felicity is not limited within the compass 
of credit. 
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Friend. O divine and Olympian Menippus, how 
should I, an earthly and mortal creature, distrust a 
‘man surmounting the clouds ; and, as Homer saith, 
one of the celestial society? Yet I pray thee tell 
me by what means thou gottest up so high, and 
how thou comest by a ladder of such a length: for 
I see no such beauty in thy face, that like a 
second Ganymede thou shouldest be rapt up 
into heaven by an eagle, to fill out wine to 
Zeus. 

Menippus. | have found you flouting all this 
while: and I hold it no wonder though my 
strange reports be esteemed fabulous. But to 
accomplish my journey I needed either a ladder 
nor to be beloved of an eagle, for I had wings of 
mine own to do it. 

Friend. In this thou has put down Dedalus 
himself, and deceived us extremely; for we took 
thee for a man all this while, and now it seems, 
thou art either some kite or crow. 

Menippus. Believe me, friend, you are somewhat 
near the mark: for that Dedalean invention of 
wings was also put in practise by me. 

Friend, And how durst thou put thyself upon 
any such an adventure, for fear of falling into the 
sea, which after thy name might be called the 
Menippian Sea, as the other was called the 
Icarian? 

Menip~pus. 1 was secure of that; for Icarus’s 
wings were cemented with wax, which dissolving 
with the sun, he cast his feathers, and could not. 
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choose but fall: but my feathers were jointed with 
no such matter. 

Friend. How then? for by little and little 
thou hast screwed me up, I cannot tell how, 
to imagine there may be some truth in thy 
narration. 

Menippus. Thus did I; I took a goad big eagle 
and a strong vulture, and cut off their wings at 
the first joint; but it would do better to tell you 
my whole conceit, from the first occasion, if your 
leisure will serve to hear it. 

Friend. Exceedingly well; for I am wholly 
content to listen to your story, and in a longing to 
hear it all to the end: wherefore of all loves, deny 
me not; for I even hang as it were by the ears to 
hearken to your discourse. 

Menippus. Hear it then, for I should show 
myself uncivil to leave a longing friend in such a 
plight, especially hanging by the ears, as you say, 
to hear it; and therefore thus it was. Pondering 
seriously with myself upon matters pertaining to 

-this life, I found all things affected by man to be 
foolish, idle, and transitory : I mean riches, honour, 
powerableness, and the like. Wherefore con- 
temning them all, and all care to attain them, and 
proposing to myself the study of things that were 
truly good, I endeavoured to lift up my head, and 
to consider of the whole universe in general, which 
yielded matter of much difficulty to my appre- 
hension. First, that thing which wise men called 

the world: for I could never find out how it was 

“. (pme) Bn 
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made, mor ‘who was the maker of it; nor what 
beginning it had, nor what end it should hawe. 
Next, I descended to particulars, which brought 
me inte far greater doubts than I was before: 
J saw the stars scattered up and down the heaven 
carelessly, I know not how; and I much desired 
to learn what matter the sun was made of. But 
the greatest cause of marvel to me was the moon, 
whose course seemed contrary to all reason: and 
the often alteration of her shape I thought must 
needs proceed from some unknown and secret 
cause. Moreover, the sudden flashes of lightiing, 
the breaking out of the thunder, the rain, the 
snow, the falling down of the hail, were utterly 
dnexpressible to me, and I knew not what to 
think of them. Being in this perplexity, I 
thought I could not do better than to repair to 
some of ithese philosophers for my instruction, who 
-I thought were not to:seek in the ‘true knowledge 
of anything. Whereupon I made my choice of 
the best among them,.as well as I could guess at 
them, by the grimness of their countenances, the 
paleness of their complexian, and the profundity 
of their beards: for such men I was persuaded 
could best ‘speak deep points af learning, and were 
best seen in celestial matters. To them I com- 
anitted myself, and gave them a good round sum 
of money ia hand, and more d promised to pay 
unto them, when I should attain to be my arts 
‘master im these points: for I thad am incredible 
Mesive to talk like a earned man, and to have an 
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insight into the order and course of all things. 
But I was so far :from being freed by their means 
out of my former ignorance, that they brought me 
worse out of tune than I was before, every day 
filling my head with beginnings, and endings, and 
atoms, and vacuities, and matters, and forms, and 
I know nat what. But that which most of all put 
me out of heart, was to hear how much they 
differed in opinions.amongst themselves, thwarting, 
and overthwarting one another in everything they 
spake: yet every man would have me to be a 
follower of his, and seek to draw me to the bent 
of his own bow. 

Friend, Strange it is, that wise men should be 
at sach odds among themselves, as not to have the 
‘same opinion of the same things. 

Menip~gus. Believe me, friend, I know you could 
mot choose but laugh to hear their arrogant and 
prodigious speeches: that men confined to the 
earth, of no higher pitch than we that aze with 
‘them, no sharper sighted than their neighbours 
dwelling nigh them, nay some of them, either 
through age or ‘idleness, able to see nothing at all, 
should yet profess themselves to know the utter- 
mast ends of heaven, fo measure the compass of 
the sum, to understand what is done above the 
moan, and as if they had fallen from the :stars, 
describe the quantity and fashion of every ane of 
them: asd that they oftentimes cannot truly tell 
‘you how far i is between Megara and Athens, 
‘showld yet take upon them to tell how many 
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cubits space it is between the moon ‘and the sun, 
and to measure out the height of the sky, the 
depth of the sea, and the compass of the earth: 
and by making circles’ and circumferences, tri- 
angular, and quadrant dimensions, and by certain 
round orbs, conclude upon the quantity of heaven 
itself. But nothing doth more detect their ignor-_ 
ance and arrogancy, than their own peremptory. 
speeches about matters which all men kiiow are to 
them unknown: for they will affirm nothing upon 
likelihood or possibility, but contend with all vehe- 
mency (leaving no place for any other to outspeak 
them) and will almost take their oaths upon it, 
that the sun is a lump of some kind of matter, 
made red-hot with fire: that the moon is a region 
inhabitable, and that the stars drink water by help 
of the sun, drawing vapours out of the sea, as with 
a bucket, and bestowing it upon them all to drink 
amongst them; but the contradiction of their 
opinions may easily be described by any man, 
which I would have you take good notice of: and 
how little reconciliation is to be expected in such 
contrarieties. First, they vary in their opinions 
touching the world : for some hold it had no 
beginning, nor ever shall come toah' tnd: others 
as confidently affirm it had a maker, and describe 
the manner of the making thereof, And these be 
the men I most admire, that make some god to be 
the workman of all things, and yet tell us not from 
whence he came, or where he stood when he was 
about his work: whereas, before the creation of 
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the universe, it is impossible to imagine either 
time or place. 

Friend. These be bold fellows indeed, Menippus, 
and talk of strange matters. 

Menippus. What if you should hear them speak, 
sweet friend, of their ideas and incorporalities, and 
how they argue about finite and infinite, a quarrel 
that can never be composed! For some confine 
the world to an end, others will have it without 
end: some give out that there are many worlds, 
and reprove them that talk as if there were but 
one: another (some quarrelsome companion I 
warrant him) affirms war and falling out to be the 
original of things. What should I trouble you to 
tell you of their gods? For to some a certain 
arithmetical number stands instead of a god; 
others swear by dogs, geese, and plane trees, Some 
would make a riddance of other gods, and ascribe 
the government of all things to one alone, which 
drew me into a great deal of distraction, to hear 
men hold such uncertainties of the gods; others 
again as liberally will allow us gods enough, but 
they divide them into several degrees, calling one 
the chief god, and allotting the second place to 
others, and a third to the last. Moreover, some 
hold opinion that the godhead hath neither body 
nor.shape ; and some are conceited of it as a body. ) 
Again, all do not attribute to the gods the provi- 
dent disposing of our affairs; for there are some 
which exempt them from all care, as we do old 
men from bearing office, bringing them in, for all 
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the. world like attendants im a stage play; other 
again, go beyond all these, and will ce toe 
there are any gods at all, and leave the world: atf 
random to be carried about without governor on 

guide. Whem | heard all this, could not. but} 
believe mem that spake such big words, and had 
such big beards, yet knew not to what. opinion. to: 
incline, where I might find such certainty as. could. 
not be. confuted by others: and I was: directly 
brought into such a case as Homer speaks of ;: for 
when: I found myself many times apt enough to 

be led: by some of them, suddenly a contrary con- 

ceit would draw me another way. This. brought 
me into such a quandary, that I despaired to have: 
any true intelligence im these matters upon earth 5 
and thought there could be no better course’ to- 
clear myself from. these uncertainties, than to get 
me. wings and make a journey into heaven, which 
k was. brought in. hope to effect, principally for the 
velhemency of my desire, and next by the encourage-. 
ment of Atsop the fablemaker ; who made heaveny 
pervious. to eagles, may sometimes to beetles anc 

camels: but to make feathers: spring out of my 

fleshy I thought it impossible by amy device E could 
imagine; yet if I could. provide: myself of wings’ 
either of a vulture or of an eagle (for they anly 

would be. able to bear the weight of a. man’s body) 

then. perhaps. my project might proceed: to. same 
parpose. Whereupon Ff got ne those birds, and 
cut off the right wing of one, and the left wing of 
the other which was the vultuye, as handsomely as 
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F could, and buckling them about me, fastened 
them to my shoulders with thongs of strong 
leather, and at the end! of the uttermost feathers 
made me loops to put my hands through, and then: 
began to try what I could do, leaping upwards at 
the first to begin withal, and sailing with my arms, 
lifted my body a little from the ground, no higher 
than geese use to do when they begin their flight, 
and keeping myself low, often touched the earth 
with the top of my toes: but when I found by this 
that my device was answerable to my hopes, I 
grew every day to be more bold than the other, 
and’ getting up to the top of the castle, flew from 
thence, and' alighted at the theatre. After so great 
a flight taken without any danger, my mind carried’ 
me to matters of more eminence; and beginning 

my course, sometimes at the hill Parnes, some- 
times at Mount Hymettus, would fly as far as to 
Geranea, ‘and ffoin thence up to Acrocorinthus ; 
then over Pholoé, and Erymanthus, and so to 
Tay getus. ien I had thus well practised my- 
self in my new profession, and grown so perfect, 
that I could’ mount at pleasure, I thought myself 
a chicken no longer, but got me to the top of 
Olympus, and there furnishing myself with victuals 
as expeditely as I could, from thence took my way 
towards heaven. And at tite first the distance 
made me somewhat dizzy for a time, but after- 
wards I endured it well enough, When I was got 
up as high as the Moon, by making way through 
so many clouds, I found myself weary, especially 
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upon the left wing, which was of the vulture; I 
therefore sat me down upon it to rest myself, from 
thence looking towards the earth that was beneath 
me, and like Homer’s Zeus, sometimes beheld the 
horsemen of Thrace, and sometimes the Mysians: 
then if I pleased me, would cast my eyes upon 
Greece, or upon Persia, or India, out of all which 
countries I was filled with variety of rare delights. 
Friend. Tell me that too, good Menippus: let 
no one particular of your travels be left out, but 
whatsoever came to your view, though it were no 
appurtenance to your journey, yet let me hear it; 
for I look for no ordinary matter from you, but to 
be informed what fashion the earth was of, and all 
that was in it, as you beheld it from above, 
Menippus. Your expectation shall not fail you, 
my good friend. For, placing myself upon the 
moon as well as I could, she travelled with me in 
her. usual course, and helped me to survey the 
order of all earthly things. And at the first, 
methought I saw a very little kind of earth, far 
less than the moon; and thereupon stooping 
down, could not find where such mountains were, 
or such a sea, nor see the Rhodian Colossus, or 
the tower of Pharos (for you must know the earth 
was altogether hid from me) though now they are 
eminent, and put up their heads above all other 
things. At the last the glittering of the ocean by 
the sunbeams shining upon it made me conjecture 
it was the earth I saw, and fixing my eyes more 
steadfastly upon it, the whole life of man was 
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made apparent to me, not by nations and cities, 
but all particular sorts of persons, mariners, 
soldiers, ploughmen, lawyers, women, beasts, and 
whatsoever feedeth upon the face of the earth. 

Friend. Nay now, Menippus, you have overshot 
yourself exceedingly, and contradicted what you 
said before: even now you were fain to look 
narrowly to find out the earth, and when the 
Colossus appeared unto you, you thought it might 
perhaps be some other thing: how came you then 
upon a sudden to be such a Lynceus as to discern 
all that was upon the earth, men, beasts, yea 
almost the very nests of gnats? 

Mentippus. | thank you for your good remem- 
bering of me; for what did most concern me to 
tell you, I know not how, was by me utterly 
omitted: for when mine eye had led me to the 
knowledge of the earth, and yet not able to see 
anything else by reason of the distance which my 
sight could not attain unto, it grieved me much, 
and I was in great anguish of mind: and being 
grown utterly disconsolate, and ready to shed tears 
for sorrow, suddenly behind my back there stood the 
wise Empedocles, as black as a coal to look to, 
and covered clean over with ashes, as if he had 
been broiled in the embers ; and to tell you plain, 
at the first sight made me aghast, and I thought 
some lunary spirit had appeared unto me. But he 
said, Be of good cheer, Menippus, I am no god: 
take me not for one of the immortals: I am the 
physical Empedocles, that stumbled myself head- 
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long into the tunnels of Mount Attna, and: was 
thence cast out again by the strength of the 
smoke; and: tossed up hither, and: now dwell in the 
moon, and am carried. about. in the air as she is, 
feeding only upon the dew. The purpose of my 
coming is to free thee from thy present anxiety, 
for I know it doth afflict thee much that thow 
canst not clearly discern what is done upon earth. 
Kindly done of you, honest Empedocies, said I: 
and as soon as my wings have brought me down 
to Greece, I will remember to sacriftce unto you 
upon the tunnel of my chimney; and at every 
change, will there make my prayers in public to 
the moon. I swear, said he, by Endymion, I 
come in no such respect; only it grieved me at 
the heart to see thee in so great sorrow: but 
knowest thou any means how to amend thy sight, 
and make it better? Believe me no, said I, 
unless you have somewhat that can wipe the mist 
of mine eyes, for I find myself very dim sighted, 
You have no need of any further help, said he, for 
you have brought that from the earth with you 
that can make you see well enough. And what 
may that be, said 1? Know you not, said he; 
that you: have the right wing of an eagle about 
you? Yes, said I, but what. is the wing to the 
eye? The: eagle, said he, by far is. the sharpest 
sighted of all creatures, and only able. to look 
against the sun; and: she is: thought the royalist 
and truest begotten eagle that can behold the 
bright sum without winking. So have I heard, said 
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I, and it much repenteth me that whem I under- 
took a journey hither I had not plucked! out mine 
awn eyes and! put the eyes of an eagle into my 
head: for I am now come unperfect, and mot. 
royally prepared, but rather as a misbegotten 
mongrel, cast off and: forsaken by my friends. It 
is. in your power, said he, presently to make one of 
your eyes royal: for if you will but arise a little, 
and lay aside the wing of the vulture, and: only 
keep the other wing on, according to the situation 
of your wings, your right eye stall be sensible: of 
anything : the other must continue dark do. what 
you can, because that side is defective. I case 
not, said: 1, if my right only be as apprehensive as 
an eagle, it will serve ory turn well enough: for I 
have noted that carpenters, when: they would lay 
their line aright indeed to square out their timber, 
use to look but with one eye. And with that 
word I did as Empedocles- had advised me, who 
by little and little vanished away, and was 
dissolved into smoke. When: I was winged as I 
ought to be, upon a sudden a great light did: shine 
round about me, and all things that before: were 
hidden from me. were now perspicumus amd easy 
to be discerned ; wherefore, stooping downwards 
towards: the earth, I perfectly descried both cities 
and men, and everything that was dione, not: only 
under the open prospect of heaven, but what was 
acted in: private houses, which. men: thought would 
mever come to light. There saw I Lysimachus 
betrayed by his. son; Alexander the Thessalian 
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slain by his wife; and Attalus poisoned by his 
son: on the other side I saw Arsaces killing his 
wife, and the Eunuch Arbaces drawing his sword 
against Arsaces: Spatinus the Median by his 
guard dragged out from a banquet by the heels, 
and his head wounded with a standing cup of 
gold: the like was to be seen done in Lycia, and 
among the Scythians and Thracians, in the courts 
of their Kings, murders, treacheries, rapines, per- 
juries, fears, falseheartedness towards their friends : 
thus was I occupied in beholding the affairs of 
Kings, But the acts of private persons were far 
more ridiculous; for I beheld them also, and saw 
Hermodorus the Epicure forswearing himself for a 
thousand drachmas ; Agothocles the Stoic going to 
law with his scholar for the hire of his teaching ; 
Clinias the Rhetorician stealing a piece of plate 
out of the temple of A¢sculapius: what should I 
tell you of other men, of whom some were 
breakers up of houses, some wranglers in lawsuits, 
some usurers, some exactors? indeed the sight 
was most variable and full of diversity. 

Friend. You have done friendly, Menippus, in 
imparting this unto me, and I know it could not 
choose but give you extraordinary content. 

Menippus. To deliver everything in order, good 
friend, is altogether impossible; it was work 
enough for me to see it: but the total of what was 
done made such a show as Homer described upon 
Achilles’ child. In one place were merry meetings 
and marriages: in another trials of suits and 
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Courts of Justice. Here was one sacrificing for 
joy of his good fortune, and his next neighbour in 
heaviness and mourning. When I looked towards 
the Getz I saw them fighting, and turning my 
sight to the Scythians I saw them wandering 
about in wagons; then casting my eyes on the 
other side, I beheld the Egyptians tilling their 
land, the Phcenicians trading in merchandise, and 
the Cilician practising piracy ; the Laconian was 
lashed with whips, and the Athenian was going to 
law: all these being in action at one instant, you 
may imagine what a confused apparition was 
presented to my view: as if many singing men 
should be brought into a room together, or rather 
many choirs of singing men, and every man 
commanded to sing a several tune, and strive to 
make his own song good, and with the strength of 
his voice to drown the notes of the other. I 
beseech you what is your conceit of such a music? 

Friend, O Menippus, it must needs be both 
foolish and offensive to the ear. 

Menippus. Believe me, friend, such singers as 
these are all they that dwell upon the earth ; and 
of such unmusical discords is the whole life of 
man composed ; and not only of untunable notes, 
but of disproportionate motions, and no man takes 
notice of it until the master of the choir drive 
them every man off the stage, and tells them he 
hath no more cause to use them: then all at once 
are stricken silent, and cease from that confused 
and disorderly song. But in this variable and 
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disparible theatre of the world, though all things 
appeared most absurd and peevish, yet 1 thought 
I had most cause to deride them that -contend 
about the limits of their lands, and take much 
upon them because they have corn growing in 
Sicyon, er lands lying in that part of Marathon 
which borders upon Oenoé, or are lords of a 
thousand acres among ‘the Acharnians; for all 
Greece in my eye exceeded not the breadth of 
four fingers, of which the country of Attica was 
the least part: and I therefore could but conceive 
how little was left for our rich men to be proud of, 
when the greatest landed man amongst them 
seemed te@ possess scarcely the quantity of an 
Epicurean atom. Then casting mine eyes upon 
Pelopennesus, amd in it beholding the country of 
Cynosuria, 1 semembered how many Lacede- 
‘monians and Argives lost their lives in one day 
for a plot of ground hardly so big as an Egyptian 
bean, Again, when 1 saw men think well of 
themselves because they were so well stared with 
gold in rings and cupboards of plate, I could not 
possibly conceal my laughter, when whole Pan- 
ge@am and all the metals in it were no bigger in 
quantity tian the smallest seed. 

Friend. QO happy Menippus, for enjoying so rane 
a spectacle! But I beseech you let me hear some- 
what of men and cities, what show they made 
when you were so iigh. | 

MMenzpius. | am sure you bave often seen 2a 
swarm if emmets : how some of them trot up and 
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down; same issue out, some return again into their 
hold ; one carries out filth ; another snatcheth up 
a piece of a beanhbull, or part of a wheatcorn, and 
guns away with it as fast as he can. To these the 
life of man hath most resemblance: some build 
fhouses, some affect popularity, some authority, 
seme will be musicians, some philosophers: and 
their cities not far unlike the houses of emmets. 
if you think it a poor comparison to liken men to 
such small creatures, peruse the ancient Thessalian 
fables and you shall find that the Myrmidons, a 
warlike nation, had their first original from em- 
mets. When I had thus seen enough to serve my 
turn, and satisfied myself with laughter at it, I set 
my wings together again, to take my flight to the 
habitation of heavenly Zeus: and had not mounted 
a full furlong up, but the moon, with a feminine 
voice, spake to me in this manner: Menippus, 
well may you speed ; let me entreat you to carry 
a thing from me to Zeus. What may ft be, said 
1; for I will not refuse you, unless it be heavy: 
Only a message, quoth she, not offensive, but a 
petition, which I would have you prefer in my name 
to Zews.: for I am very weary of my life, Menip- 
pus, to hear so many monstrous speeches put out 
of the mouths of philosaphers concerning me, who 
‘Ht seems thave nothing else to do but busy them- 
selves about me, enquiring what I am made of, 
and of what quantity I.am, and for what cause I 
appear sometimes ‘half, sometimes three-quarters. 
Same say Iiam a region inhahitable, same that I 
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hang over the sea like a looking-glass, and every 
man puts upon me whatsoever comes in his own 
conceit, nay, they will not allow the very light I 
have to be mine own, but say I stole it from 
another, and had it from the sun above, and never 
will let me alone, but seek to make debate and 
variance betwixt me and him that is my brother, 
not satisfying themselves with the opprobrious 
speeches they have given out against him, whom 
they make no better than a stone, or some kind of 
metal made red-hot with fire. Yet have I seen 
some villainies abominable and beastly committed 
in the night time by those men that look so 
severely by daylight, and carry so settled a coun- 
tenance, that are so grave in their habit, and so 
much respected by simple men, which I forbear to 
speak of, because I thought it unmannerly to 
publish and reveal their nocturnal conversation, or 
bring their lives as it were upon the stage. For 
when I found any of them playing the thief, or 
occupied in any such work of darkness, I would 
pluck in my head under a cloud, and cover my 
face, that every man should not see what was 
acted by old men, adorned with such abundant 
beards, and carrying such an opinion of virtue and 
honesty: yet will they never give over to lacerate 
me with ill language, and abuse me in the highest 
degree : insomuch that (I swear unto thee, by the 
night) I have often been in hand to remove my 
seat further, to avoid the being subject to their 
clamorous and chattering tongues. Rememiber to 
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acquaint Zeus with this, and tell him farther, that 
it is impossible for me to remain in my region, 
unless he utterly confound these natural philo- 
sophers, and stop the mouths of the logicians, blow 
up the Stoa, set fire on the Academy, and suffer 
no more disputations to be held in Peripatus: so 
may I hap to live in peace, that am now daily dilani- 
ated and quartered out amongst them. It shall be 
done, said I, and so struck up directly towards 
heaven, and soon lost sight of all that was done 
either by men or beasts, And within a while the 
moon itself began to be lessened and the earth 
was utterly hid from me. Then I left the sun 
upon my right hand, and taking my flight through 
the stars, the third day I arrived at heaven. And 
at first thought it my best course, attired as I was, 
to press in suddenly amongst them, supposing I- 
should easily rest undiscovered, because on the one 
half I was an eagle, a fowl, which I knew of old, 
was very familiar with Zeus: but afterwards I 
bethought myself that my vulture’s wing could not 
possibly be concealed. Wherefore I held it best 
not to be too bold, but approaching more near, 
knocked at the door. Hermes heard me by and 
by, and asked my name: which, when I had 
delivered, he went back again as fast as he could, 
to tell it to Zeus. Within a while after I was 
called in, terribly trembling with fear, and found 
them all sitting together in the same taking, ex- 
tremely vexed with care and anxiety: for my 
strange adventure put them all into no small per- 
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plexity, deeming all men would dare to wing 
themselves in the same manner, and do as I had. 
done. Zeus then with a fierce and truculent. 
aspect, fixing his eye upon me, said: What art 
thou fora man? from what:city. comest thou? and. 
who are thy parents? At the sound of his. voice, 
I was stricken almost dead with fear, and stood. 
like a dumb man, astonished with the thunder of. 
his words: but in a while, recovering myself, I. 
delivered the whole matter to him from the begin-. 
ning. My desire to be taught in high points, my 
repair to the philosophers for that purpose, the 
contradiction I found amongst them, my distraction 
by that means, my device thereupon, my wings, 
and everything else till my arrival at heaven, ulti- 
mating my speech with the message from the 
moon: whereat he smiling, and clearing his coun- 
tenance a little, What should we talk of Otus and 
Ephialtes, said he, when Menippus dare put such 
‘an adventure in practice? But for the present you 
shall be my guest: to-morrow we will sit in council 
for the business you come for, and then-you shall 
have your dispatch. With that, rising up, he 
went towards that part of heaven where all things 
might: best. be heard; for it was time of day to 
attend to prayers: and by the way as he was 
going, questioned me upon earthly matters, what 
price wheat was in Greece, whether the last. hard 
winter did not pinch us shrewdly, and whether grass 
wanted not more rain: then he asked me whether 
any; of Pheidias’ works were now to be had; why 
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the Athenians had.given over the Diasia feast: so 
many years, whether: they intended to solemnize 
the Olympian games, and whether the thieves 
were taken that robbed his temple at Dodona. 
When. I had answered him to these questions as: I 
could: But’ tell me, Menippus, I pray ttiee, said 
he, what’ do men think of me? That thou art a 
Lord of sovereign majesty, said I, the King of all 
the gods. O thou dost but jest, said he, for I 
know their froward dispositions well enough, though 
thou never tell it. Indeed the time hath been, 
when I’ was the only. prophet; the only physician, 
and all in all amongst them: every street; every 
assembly was filled with the fame of Jupiter: my 
temples of Dodona and Pisa carried away the 
credit from them all; the smoke of sacrifices 
ascended up so thick, that I was scarcely able: to 
open mine eyes for it: but since Apollo erected 
his oracle in Delphi, and Aésculapius set up shop 
in Pergamus, Bendis had her temple in Thrace, 
Anubis in Egypt, and Diana in Ephesus ; all the 
world goeth a gadding after them, there they keep 
their solemn meetings, and consent to offer their 
hecatombs; but I am so far out of date with 
them, that they think it honour enough for me, if 
I be sacrificed unto every fifth year in Olympus. 
Therefore you may find mine altars more cold 
than. either Plato’s laws or Chrysippus’s syllogisms. 
With such talk as this we passed away the time, 
till we came to the place where he was to sit 
down and hearken to men’s prayers. These were 
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certain holes in heaven, with little covers set upon 
them in order one by another, like the lids of 
wells ; and by every one of them stood a chair of 
gold. Zeus, therefore, seating himself in the first, 
and taking off the cover, gave ear to those that 
made their prayers to him; and certainly there 
was great variety and repugnancy in their petitions; 
for I also, stooping myself downwards, was made 
partaker of them, which were to this purpose. O 
Zeus, that I might be a king! O Zeus, send 
mine onions and garlic to grow well this year! O 
Zeus, that my father would die shortly! Another 
prayed, O that I might survive my wife! O that 
my plot against my brother may be concealed ! 
O that I might prevail in my suit at law! O that 
I might get the garland at Olympus! The 
mariners prayed some for a north wind, some for 
a south: the husbandman prayed for rain, and the 
fuller for sunshine. Zeus heard them all, and 
seriously examined every man’s prayers: yet, 
would he not give way to everything that was 
asked, but some he granted like a gracious father, 
and some he denied: the righteous prayers he 
permitted to come up to him through the hole, 
and laid them on his right hand; the unjust he 
sent back again without their errand, and blew 
‘them down that they might never come nigh 
to heaven. Yet at one prayer I perceived he was 
put hard to it: for two men had made their peti- 
tions contrary, and promised equal sacrifices upon 
performance; so that he knew not which way to 
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incline, but was driven to an academic suspense, 
not able to pronounce certainly of anything, but 
like sceptical Pyrrho, referred it to further know- 
ledge. When he had done his part at hearing 
prayers, he removed to the next chair, and taking 
off the next cover, stooped downwards to oaths 
and protestations, and when he had enough of 
them, and crushed in pieces Hermodorus the Epi- 
cure, he went to the next seat, and listened to 
oracles, answers and auguries, and from thence 
shifted to the door of sacrifices, through which the 
smoke ascended, and brought with it to Jupiter 
the name of every one that offered. When he had 
done with these, he was to take order with the 
winds, and the weather what they should do; to- 
day let there be rain in Scythia, lightning and 
thunder in Libya, and snow in Greece; let the 
north wind blow in Lydia, and the south wind be 
still: let the west wind make tempestuous the 
Adriatic Sea, and let some thousand bushels of 
hail be scattered in Cappadocia. When he had 
made a dispatch of all, he went to supper, for it 
was high time to eat; so Hermes took me, and 
placed me with Pan, and the Corybantes, and 
Attis, and Sabazius, those inquiline and un- 
complete gods, where Demeter served us with 
bread, Bacchus with wine, Hercules with flesh, 
Aphrodite with myrtleberries, and Poseidon with 
fish. I had a taste also by chance of the nectar 
and ambrosia; for honest Ganymede, out of his 
love to mankind, no sooner could see Zeus look 
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another way, but he would .be sure to fit me with 
a cup or two of it presently. Yet the prime gods 
(as Homer saith in a certain place, who J.think 
had seen them as well as I) neither did eat meat, 
aor drink wine, but. feed upon ambrosia, and tipple 
one.to another in nectar; for their most pleasing 
diet is the savour of the sacrifices carried up with 
the smoke, and the blood of the oblations which 
sacrificers pour upon their altars. But whilst .we 
‘were ‘at supper, Apollo played upon his harp, and 
Silenus danced, the Muses:stood up, and sung unto 
us Hesiod his Thegonia, and the first Ode of 
‘Pindar’s Sonnets, and when we were all well satis- 
fied every man went to his rest, to my ‘thinking, 
reasonable well whittled. But though men and 
gods slept all night long, yet I could take no rest ; 
for many thoughts ran in my head, which kept :me 
waking, especially, how Apollo could live to that 
age and never have any beard: or how there 
should be night in heaven and the sun still resi- 
dent.among them, and feast together with ‘them. 
At last I began to noda little: but Zeus .getting 
‘up, betimes in the morning, caused an assembly to 
‘be preclaimed, and when they were all come to- 
gether, began with them in .this manner. The 
«cause of my conventing you ‘at this time is ‘the 
stranger that arrived chere yesterday: I had 
formerly intended .to tell -you my:mind ‘touching 
‘these philosophers, chiefly incited thereto by the 
moon, and the abuses she charges them :withal, 
and therefore purpose not :to trouble you with any 
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further matter ; for :there is:a kind of men lately 
spread in ‘tke world that are slothful, contentious, 
vainglorious, gluttoneus, foolish, arrogant, injurious, 
and as Homer saith an unprofitable burden of the 
earth ; these have cut themselves into sects, and 
devised many different and inextricable labyrinths 
of argumentation, some naming themselves Stoics, 
some Academics, some Epicures, and some Peri- 
patetics, with many. other more foolish titles than 
these: and involving themselves within the vener- 
able name of virtue, carry their countenance aloft, 
and stroke out their beards at length, and travers- 
ing the world under a counterfeit habit, cover most 
abominable conditions, like our ordinary actors in 
tragedies, from whom if you detract their vizards 
and brave apparel, the remainder will be apish and 
discover a poor fellow, hired:to play his part for a 
few pieces of silver. They ‘being no better than 
these, yet live in contempt of all men, and publish 
monstrous opinions of the gods. If they can draw 
in a simple young man, they make virtue the 
commonplace of their discourse, and teach them to 
make ‘intricate and indissoluble arguments, speak- 
‘ing'to'their scholar continually in praise of patience 
and temperance, and in detestation of riches and 
pleasure ; but when :they are alone by themselves, 
no such gluttons as‘ they, yea they will lick up the 
very dross of silver ; and which is most intolerable, 
they will-ive men of:no function neither in public 
Nor ‘private, but a-superfluous kind of people, with- 
out employment either in war or peace; and yet 
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Sadan all others, making it their only practice, 
with multitude of bitter speeches and reviling terms 
to abuse other men. He is thought the bravest 
fellow amongst them that can brawl loudest, and 
hath the most audacious and temerarious tongue 
to deliver lewd reports. Ifa man should ask one 
of these fellows, that enforce and strain themselves 
so far to exclaim and cry out against others, I 
beseech you, sir, what are you good for yourself, 
and what place in the common weal do you 
supply? he must needs say, if he will say justly, 
and according to truth, that, to be a seaman, ora 
husbandman, or a soldier, or a tradesman, I hold 
it base; I roar, I go in rags, I wash in cold water, 
and wear no shoes in winter, yet like a Momus, 
I can carp at other men: if a rich man make a 
feast, I will be sure to have a bout with him, and 
hit him in the teeth with it: but if any dear 
friend of mine lie sick and diseased, and like to 
perish for food or physic, I will not own him. 
These be the cattle I complain of, O ye gods, and 
the worst among them all, are they that are called 
Epicures, for they be the men that do most 
abuse us, and go nearest to the quick, affirming 
that the gods are neither careful of men’s affairs, 
nor respectful of anything that is done: it is there- 
fore high time to look about you; for if this 
doctrine should be put into men’s heads, you are 
like enough to starve for hunger: for who will 
offer you any sacrifice, and look to be never the 
better for it? Ye likewise all heard by the 
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stranger that came yesterday, what complaint 
the moon hath made against them, which I be- 
seech you consider well of, and take such order as 
may best tend to the benefit of mankind and the 
safety of yourselves: when Jupiter had said thus 
much, the whole assembly was moved, and cried 
out suddenly all at once, Destroy them with 
thunder, burn them up with lightning, cast them 
headlong into hell, into Tartarus, as were the 
giants. But Jupiter, again commanding silence, 
said, Your will shall be performed, and they all 
with all their logic shall be confounded utterly: 
but at this present I can by no means take punish- 
ment of any man: for you know we are to keep 
holiday these four next months, during which time 
I have taken truce with all the world: but the 
beginning of the next spring those accursed catiffs 
shall cursedly perish by the dismal dint of my 
terrible thunder dart (which he confirmed with his 
royal assent). As for Menippus, said he, this 
doom shall pass upon him, his wings shall be 
taken from him, lest he should return a second 
voyage. And Hermes taking hold of my right 
ear, so carried me dangling down, and on the 
morrow towards evening set me in Ceramicus. 
You have heard all, my good friend, all the news 
I can tell you out of heaven, and am now going 
to relate the same to the philosophers that walk 
in Poecile. 
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THE DREAM, OR THE COCK. 


Micyllus. Now Zeus himself confound thee, 
despiteful, and clamorous cock, that with -thy 
hideous and piercing cries hast -wakened me, 
sweetly dreaming that I had great riches in my 
possession, and that I abounded with all kinds of 
happiness: so that by thy means I cannot enjoy 
so much as the night time free from the remem- 
brance of my poverty; a thing far more hateful 
to me than thou art. And yet as far as I can 
conjecture by the stillness of the night, and cold- 
ness of the air, which doth not so pinch me as it 
is wont towards morning, (for this is an infallible 
token to me that day is at hand) it is yet scarcely 
midtime of the night: nevertheless this sleepless 
creature, as though he were to watch a golden 
fleece, begins to fall a-crowing, almost as soon as 
the day is shut in; but be sure I will make thee 
have small comfort of it; for I will cudgel thee 
well-favouredly for this gear, as soon as daylight 
will give me leave: for it would be a trouble to 
me to find thee out in the dark. 

Com. Master Micyllus, I thought I had -rather 
‘deserved thanks at your hands for my early. crow- 
Ing, because being wakened thou mightest go 
about thy work ‘the sooner: for if thou canst but 
get so much time in the morning, as to cobble one 
shoe before sunrising, it will be a good furtherance 
towards thy day’s work. Notwithstanding if it be 
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so that thou tdke more pleasure to sleep in thy 
bed, I will be well content to let thee take thy 
rest, and .thou shalt find me as mute as any fish ; 
tut take heed, I say, lest thy dreaming of riches 
do not make thee hunger when thou awakest. 

Mucyllus. QO miraculous Zeus, and mighty Her- 
cules, what evil doth this portend, that my cock 
speaketh with a.man’s voice? 

Cock. Doth this seem so great a wonder unto 
thee that I should speak with the voice of a man? 

Micyllus. How can I choose but think it 
strange? god send me good fortune after it. 

Cock, O Micyllus thou now showest thyself a 
very illiterate fellow, and never to have been 
conversant in Homer’s verses: for in them thou 
mayest tread how Xanthus, Achilles his horse, for- 
getting ‘his neighing, stood talking in the midst of 
the battle, uttering many whole verses together, 
and spake not in prose as I do now. Yea, he 
prophesied, and foretold things to come, yet was it 
thought no wonder, neither did he which heard it, 
cry out upon the gods, as if he had heard a 
prodigy. But what if the keel of the ship Argo 
Should speak unto thee, as in times past the 
beech-tree of Dodona did utter prophecies with a 
gman’s voice? or if thon shouldst see the skins of 
xen creeping about, and hear the flesh lowing 
when it was chalf sod or roasted, and thrust 
through with .a spit, how wouldst thou then 
wonder? But I am much conversant with 
Adermes, the most talkative of all the gads, and 
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besides, brought up and nourished among you 
men, and therefore it can be accounted no hard 
matter for me to have the speech and voice of a 
man; notwithstanding, if thou wilt promise me to 
keep my counsel, I will not stick to tell thee the 
very true cause indeed of this my speech, and by 
what means I came by it. 

Micyllus. But do I not dream that my cock 
speaketh thus unto me? if not, then tell me, good 
cock, what other cause there is of thy speech? and 
as for silence thou needst not doubt that I will 
reveal it to any man, for if I should, who would 
believe me? 

Cock. Give ear unto me then; and I know, 
Micyllus, I shall tell thee a strange tale: for I 
who thou now seest to be a cock, was of late a 
man as thou art: for I was transformed into a 
cock but a little while since. 

Micyllus. And by what means, I pray thee? 
I would give anything in the world to be truly 
informed of that. 

Cock, Didst thou know Pythagoras ? 

Micyllus. Meanest thou the Sophister? that idle 
fellow that made a rule that men should taste no 
flesh, nor eat any beans, the best meat I can feed 
upon, and as I think most wholesome: the same 
man also commanded his scholars to keep silence 
for the space of five whole years together. 

Cock, Then know this also, that the same man 
before he came to be Pythagoras, was Euphorbus, 

Micyllus, Thou speakest strangely Cock; as 
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though he were one of them that could change his 
shape by enchantments, and do such like wonders, 

Cock, That very same Pythagoras am I; there- 
fore forbear I pray thee to use hard speeches: for 
thou art altogether ignorant of his manner of life. 

Micyllus. Why this is the greatest wonder of all 
the rest; my cock a philosopher? I pray thee 
thou son of Mnesarchus, how happened it that of 
a man thou art become a bird, and of a Samian, a 
Tanagrian: thou canst hardly persuade me that 
it isso. Nay, it is almost incredible ; for I have 
already noticed in thee two things, which are con- 
trary to the doctrine of Pythagoras. 

Cock. And what are those? 

Micyllus. One is, that thou art given to prate 
and babble; but he, as 1 remember, enjoined 
silence to his scholars for five years space. The 
other is likewise repugnant to his rules; for I, 
having no other thing to give thee, brought thee 
beans to-day, as thou knowest; and thou without 
any scruple, pickedst them up. Therefore, either, 
thou liest and art not Pythagoras, or transgressest 
against thine own decrees in eating beans, which 
he said was as great a wickedness, as for a man to 
devour his own father’s head. 

Cock. QO Micyllus, thou knowest not the cause 
hereof, nor what is convenient for the life of every 
creature; I did then eat no beans, for I was a 
philosopher: but now I feed upon them, because 
it is a diet fit for birds of my kind. But if you 
will give me leave, thou shalt hear how of 
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Pythagoras I came to take this shape wpon me, 
and how many kinds of lives I have past, and: 
what benefit I had by every alteration. 

Micylius. Tell me, for the love of heaven, for: 
thou canst not please me better: so that if it were 
put to my choice, whether I had rather hear thee 
discourse of thy life, or see again that sweet and 
Happy dream I had even now, I know to which 
part I should incline: so like do I judge thy 
speeches to those sweet visions, that I hold thy 
talk, and my most delectable dreams, to be of 
equal content. 

Cock. Dost thou yet ponder upon thy dreams, 
and still revolve in thy mind those idle phantasies, 
printing that vain and fruitless pleasure, as the 
poet saith, in thy memory? 

Micyllus, Nay, know this, Cock, that I will 
never’ forget that vision whilst I have a-day to live: 
such a honey sweetness did that dream, when it 
departed, leave in mine eyes, that I could not open 
mine eyelids but they would straight fall 'to sleep 
again: and even as a feather stirred in one’s ear, 
such a tickling did that vision make in me, 

Cock. O the great love that dreams have to 
thee, if it be as thou sayest: whereas they being 
winged (as some say) and having’ no commission 
to tarry with a man longer than sleep, would for 
thy sake pass their bounds, and infix their sweet- 
ness and’ force even within thy waking eyes: I 
would giadly therefore hear what it was that did 
so delight: thee. 
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Mieyllus. And I am as ready: to tell thee; for 
the very remembrance and talk of it doth ex- 
ceedingly content me: but when wilt thou, Pytha- 
goras, tell me of thy sundry transformations ? 

Cock. As soon, Micyllus, as thou shalt make an 
end of thy dream, and wipe away that honey from 
thine eyes. Yet tell me this one thing first, for 
my learning; came thy dream flying unto thee 
through the gates of ivory, or of horn? 

Micyllus. Neither, Pythagoras. 

Cock. Why Homer makes mention only of these 
two passages. 

Micyllus. A pin for that foolish poet, who never 
knew what dreams were ; yet, it may be that poor 
common dreams come through such gates, such.as 
he himself saw, and that was nothing at all, for. he 
was blind: but my sweetest dream came flying to 
me through a gate of gold, being gold itself, and 
compassed me on every side with gold, bringing 
abundance of gold with it. 

Cock. Good Midas, talk not so much of thy 
gold; thy dream and his wish being alike in all 
respects; for thou likewise imaginedst thou hadst 
whole mines of gold. 

Micyllus. Abundance of gold I saw, Pythagoras, 
abundance: O thou wouldst not think how it did 
glister and shine most gloriously ; I pray thee put 
me in remembrance (if thou knowest it) what 
Pindar speaketh in the commendation of it, where 
he saith that water is the best thing, yet praiseth 
gold above all, uttering the commendation thereof 
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in the very beginning of the principal of all his 
sonnets. , 
Cock. Are these the verses thou meanest? 
Water is a goodly thing ; 
But gold is far more bright 
Than any riches else beside, 
And gives a fairer light 
Than doth the clear and flaming fire 
Within the darksome night. 

Micyllus. The very same: and I verily think 
Pindar had sometime seen my dream, because he 
so commended gold: wherefore, O thou most 
prudent Cock that ever I knew, hearken a little 
unto me, and thou shalt know what my dream 
was, Yesterday, if thou remember, thou hadst 
not thy dinner; for the rich Eucrates meeting me 
in the market place, bade me go and bathe myself, 
and when it was dinner time, come and feast with 
him. 

Cock. 1 remember it very well, by the same 
token that I fasted all day, and when thou camest 
home at night thou didst then bring me those five 
beans ; a poor pittance for a cock of the game, 
that had tried masteries publicly in the Olympian 
games. 

Micyllus. When I was come from the feast, and 
had given thee those beans, I went straight to bed, 
and then (as Homer saith) a heavenly dream came 
indeed to me in the dead time of the night. 

Cock. First, Micyllus, tell me what was done at 
Eucrates’ house at the feast, what kind of banquet 
it was, and what happened therein: for it will be 
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as good as another meal to thee to enter, as it 
were, into a second dream of what thou hadst 
then, and to chew in thy memory the good cheer 
thou hadst eaten before. 

Micyllus. 1 thought the report of that would 
have been troublesome to thee: but because thou 
of thyself desiredst to hear it, thou shalt have it. 
I never in my life, O Pythagoras, did feast at any 
rich man’s table before; and yesterday by good 
fortune I met with Eucrates, and saluting him, as 
I use to do, by the name of Lord, passed by him, 
because I thought it would be a disparagement to 
him to be seen talking with one in a threadbare 
cloak. But he calling me to him, said: Micyllus, 
I celebrate this day my daughter's birth, and have 
bidden many of my friends: but one of them, 
saith he, is sick and unable to dine with me; do 
thou therefore, when thou hast bathed, come in his 
turn, unless he which is bidden say he will come 
himself; for I am in doubt of it. When I heard 
this, I made low courtesy and went my way, pour- 
ing out many prayers to all the gods in heaven, 
and beseeching them to send either the quotidian 
ague, or the pleurisy, or the gout, to that sick 
man, whose substitute I was appointed to be at 
the feast; and I thought it a whole year till the 
time of bathing came; still watching how the 
shadow of the dial went forwards, and when it 
would be time to wash. At the last, when the 
hour was come, I plunged in with as much speed 
as I could, and departed trimming up myself 
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handsomely, and turned my cloak the best side 
outwards: when I came, I found many at his 
gates, and amongst them that sick man whose 
turn I was to take at dinner: and very sick 
he was indeed, for he groaned pitifully, and 
coughed; his countenance was pale: he was 
about threescore years of age. They said that he 
was one of these philosophers which nowadays 
teach men so many foolish toys. He had a 
monstrous long beard, which stood in great need 
of a barber: but when Alcibias the physician 
blamed him for coming abroad in that case, he 
answered: Duty must not be neglected, especially 
by a philosopher, though a thousand diseases stood 
to resist me; for then might Eucrates well think 
we contemned him. Nay, said I, he would rather 
commend you, if you would die at your house, 
and not breathe out life in the midst of the 
banquet at his table: but he was so stout that he 
made as if he understood not how I came over 
him, Presently, as soon as we had washed, came 
Eucrates, and seeing there Thesmopolis, for so was 
that philosopher named, said, This is well done, 
master, that you are come yourself; I wish you 
take no harm by it: but you should have fared 
never the worse: for though you had been absent, 
yet would I have sent you all things needful. 
And when he had said so to him, he went in, 
giving this hand to the sick man, who was held up 
by the servants: then did I make myself ready to 
be gone: but Eucrates,:turning about, and musing 
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a little to himself, at the last, seeing me look so 
heavily on the matter, said, Come thou in too, 
Micyllus, and dine with us: for I will cause my 
son to eat with his mother in the chamber, that 
thou mayest have room at the table. Then, like 
a fool, went I ‘in, gaping about me almost like a 
wolf I was so ashamed, because I thought it 
‘long of me that Eucrates’ son should lose his 
place at ‘the feast. When the time was come that 
we should sit down, first they took up Thesmopolis 
to place him, but with much ado: five tall young 
men were about him at the least, which did bolster 
him up with pillows:on either side to make him 
sit upright, and be upheld by them .as much as 
possible. And when no man else could endure to 
sit near him, they appointed me to be his comrade 
at the table. Then went we to dinner, Pytha- 
yoras, ‘where we had great cheer, and great store of 
-dainties: all the meat was served in gold and 
silver plate; our drinking cups were all of gold, 
and proper serving-men were appointed to attend 
upon us: we had our musicians, our jesters, and 
‘all kind of mirth to pass away the time withal. 
Only one thing troubled me, and that was Thes- 
mopclis, who angered me.at the heart'to hear him 
discourse of virtue, and teaching me how two 
megatives make an affirmative; and how ‘when it 
ts day, it'is not night: sometimes he said I brad 
horns, with such like fond ‘talk, making a dong 
philosophical discourse to him that answered never 
a'word: for neither the musicians that played on 
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instruments, nor the singers, could be heard for 
him ; thus was our banquet. 

Cock. And no great feast to thee, Micyllus, to 
be matched at the table with such a doting old 
man. 

Micyllus.'Now hear my dream: I know not 
how, but methought that Eucrates being childless, 
and like to die, sent for me, and in his will made 
me heir of all he possessed, and within a short 
space deceased. Then I entering into his house, 
measured up the gold and silver by whole loads, 
which flowed upon me like the streams of a 
running river: and all his other goods, as apparel, 
tables, vessels, and servants, were all indeed mine 
own. Then was I carried in a chariot drawn with 
white horses, wherein I sat, reverenced and re- 
garded of all that saw me: many went before me, 
many rode about me, and more followed me. 
And I having his gorgeous apparel on my back, 
and great rings as many as would serve sixteen 
fingers, commanded a sumptuous feast to be pre- 
pared, whereunto I might invite my friends. They, 
as it is in dreams, were soo:: come to me; my meat 
was prepared, the drink set ready in a place by itself: 
I being busied herein, and taking a golden cup in 
my hand to drink a health to all my friends, the 
broth being now set on the table, in an evil hour 
thou beganst to fall a-crowing, thou troublest the 
feast, overturnedst the tables, scatteredst abroad 
those riches, and broughtst them all to nothing: 
and dost thou think I complain of thee without a 
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cause, whereas I would gladly have seen that 
sweet vision three whole nights together, 

Cock. Dost thou so dote upon riches and gold, 
Micyllus, that thou delightest only in them: and 
thinkest thou it a happy thing to have a great 
deal of money? 

Micyllus. 1 am not the only man, Pythagoras, 
of that opinion, but even thou thyself, when 
thou wast Euphorbus, hadst thy hair curled 
with silver and gold wire, when thou wentest 
to fight against the Grecians: and in battle 
I should think it were better to be well fur- 
nished with iron than with gold: yet thou in 
thy greatest peril tookest pleasure to have thy hair 
plaited therewith, Which made Homer say thou 
hadst hair like the Graces, because it was bound 
together with gold and silver: and no doubt it 
must needs show the braver, for gold plaited in 
hair will make it have a glorious lustre: therefore 
when thou wast the son of Panthus, thou seemedst 
to be delighted with gold. Yea, the Father of all 
gods and men, even Zeus himself, the son of 
Cronos and Rhea, when he was in love with that 
Argolian maid, knowing no more lovely thing 
whereinto he might convert himself, or win the 
favour of Acrisius’ guard, became, as thou hast 
heard, gold: and entering in through the roof of 
the house obtained his love. And to what end 
should I use further speeches in the praise thereof? 
how many benefits doth gold bring with it? For 
whoso is furnished therewith, is made both beauti- 
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ful, wise, and. valiant; it is accompanied with 
credit and honour of base and mean persons: it 
maketh: in: short space famous and honourable: 
for I am. sure thou knewest my neighbour Simon, 
a. cobbler as I am, who supped with me not long 
ago, and put two pieces of pudding in the pot 
when I sold peas at the feast of Cronos. 

Cock. \ knew him well, he is a short fellow with 
a Hooked: nose: he stole away our earthen pipkin 
under his cloak when he had supped, which was 
all the housestuff we had. I saw him do it, 
Micyllus, 

Micyllus, And yet the knave forswore it when I 
charged him with it: but why didst thou not then 
give me warning, and crow as loud as thou 
couldst when thou sawst us so spoiled of our goods, 
and robbed? 

Cock, 1 cackled apace, and that was all I could 
do: but what of him? methinks thou art about to 
say somewhat of him, 

Micylius. ‘This Simon had a cousin that was an 
exceeding rich man; his name was Drimylus: he 
as long as he lived would not bestow one half- 
penny on this Simon. And no marvel, for he 
could: never find it in his. heart to bestow anything 
upon himself. But when he died, all his goods by 
the law came to this Simon: so that he that was 
wont to go in a bare patched cloak, and glad to 
lick the dishes, is now clothed in purple and violet, 
hath servants, chariots, golden drinking vessels, 
and tables of ivory: and so reverenced: by all men 
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that he will not so much as look on me: for I 
happening by chance to. see him not long ago, 
came to him and saluted him, saying : Simon, god 
save you: but he being offended hereat, said to 
his servants: Bid this beggar not clip my name; 
I am not Simon, but Simonides. And which is 
most to be noted, women do now fall in love with 
him; and to some of them he makes the matter 
dainty, and regards them not; to others he is 
favourable ; and they that are forsaken seem so 
much affectioned that they threaten to kill them- 
selves. Thou seest then how many good things 
gold is the cause of, so that it altereth the very 
shape of a man, making the uncomely look hand- 
some and lovely like the poetical Cestus: thou 
hast heard what the poet saith, O gold, thou art 
the sweetest and welcomest possession. And 
again, it is the gold that hath the dominion 
amongst all men: but, good Cock, why dost thou 
laugh so now? 

Cock. To see how ignorance hath deceived thee, 
Micyllus, as most men are, in these rich men. 
For be it known unto thee, that they live a far 
more miserable and wretched life than poor men 
do; I speak by experience, that have been both 
rich and poor oftentimes, and have tried all sorts 
of life, and so shalt thou do shortly as well as 1. 

Micyllus. Indeed, the time now serveth well for 
thee to tell me of thy transformations, and what 
things thou. knowest were done in every one of 
those lives. 
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Cock. Hear me, and I will tell thee: but this 
one thing I will make known unto thee to begin 
withal, that I never yet saw a more happy life 
than thou leadest. 

Micyllus. Than 1, Cock? such a life god send 
thee: thou makest me fret to hear thee: yet tell 
me all, beginning from the time thou wast 
Euphorbus, until thou wast changed into Pytha- 
goras ; and from thence in order till thou becamest 
a cock: for I persuade myself thou must needs 
see and endure many contrarieties, being turned 
into so many divers shapes. 

Cock. From the first time my soul came flying 
from Apollo, and on the earth enclosed in man’s 
body, it would be too long to tell thee what 
misery it endured; and further, it is neither lawful 
for me to speak it or for thee to hear of such 
matters: but at last I became Euphorbus. 

Micyllus. And I pray thee heartily, before thou 
proceed in the discourse of thine own life, that 
thou wouldst tell me whether I had ever any 
other shape or not. 

Cock. Yes, indeed hadst thou. 

Micyllus. And canst thou tell me what creature 
I was? I would very fain know that. 

Cock. Thou wast an Indian emmet, one of them 
that dig up gold out of the earth. 

Micyllus. And what a rogue was I, that would 
not provide some of those scraps for myself to live 
upon now? but I pray thee what shall I be after 
I am gone out of this life? I do not think but 
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thou canst tell me that too: and if it be so, that I 
shall hereafter be in any good estate, I will go 
straight and hang myself upon the beam thou 
sittest upon. 

Cock. That thou canst know by no means: but 
I, when I was Euphorbus (for thither will I turn 
my tale again), was a soldier at Troy and slain by 
Menelaus: afterwards in time I came to be Pytha- 
goras; but all the interim, my soul was carried 
about without any body to dwell in. 

Micyllus. 1 pray thee, livedst thou all that time 
without meat or drink? 

Cock, Why now, Micyllus! for those things are 
convenient for the body only. 

Micyllus. Then tell me first what was done at 
Troy: were all things acted as Homer reported 
them to be? 

Cock. How could he, Micyllus, know the truth 
of what was done there? for in the time of those 
wars he was a camel in Bactria: I for my part, in 
these matters can inform thee how much he over- 
shot himself; for neither was Ajax so mighty nor 
Helen so fair as he would have them to be; only, 
I remember she had a long white neck, but her 
other beauty it was worn with age, for she was 
almost as old as Hecuba. For first Theseus took 
Her away with him and kept her in Aphidna; 
and he lived in the time of Hercules. Now 
Hercules destroyed Troy before, in our fathers’ 
time which then lived: whereby we may con- 
jecture of her age. These things, when I was very 
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young, my father Panthus was. wont to discourse 
of unto me, who said. that he had seen Hercules... 

Micylius. But was Achilles so worthy a man as 
the speech is? or is that also a fable? 

Cock. I never met him in the field, Micyllus, 
neither can I so perfectly describe the Grecians 
unto thee, because they were our enemies: but I 
easily slew his friend Patroclus, for I thrust him 
through with a spear. 

Micyllus. But with far more ease did Menelaus 
kill thee, and that soon after; but enough of 
those matters: tell me now somewhat concerning 
Pythagoras. 

Cock. Without doubt, Micyllus, I was a subtle 
fellow (for I will tell thee the truth plainly), and 
not unlearned, nor ignorant of the most commend- 
able arts: for I went into Egypt, to be instructed 
in wisdom by their prophets, where I secretly 
learned the books of Orus, and Isis: and from 
thence I sailed into Italy, and delivered such 
doctrine to the Grecians that dwelt there, that they 
honoured me as a god, 

Micyllus. | have heard no less myself; thou 
also taughtest that men when they were dead 
should revive again, and shewedst unto them a 
knucklebone of gold, but what came into thy 
head, so straightly to forbid the eating of flesh 
and beans? 

Cock, Ask me not that question, good Micyllus, 
I pray thee, 
 Muayllus.. Why so? 
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Cock. Because I am ashamed to tell the true 
cause thereof. 

Micyilus. Be not abashed to tell it me that am 
thy fellow and friend: for I will now no longer 
account myself thy master. 

Cock. Q: Micyllus, it was no point of sound 
wisdom: that moved me to it: but when I con- 
sidered, that if I should prescribe any common 
form of doctrine that was agreeable to other men’s 
rules, few would be drawn to follow it, because it 
was not. strange; I thought that how much the 
more contrary my doctrine was to other men’s, so 
much the more rare it would appear: and this 
was the cause that I devised those new rules, that 
divers men having divers opinions of them, might 
all of them remain doubtful and uncertain of the 
meaning, as they did in those dark and double 
intending oracles. 

Micyllus. Seest thou? thou hast partly made a 
fool of me, as well as thou didst of those Croton- 
ians, and such like simple fellows which followed 
thy precepts, and walked in those erring steps 
which thow leavest for them to tread in: but when 
thou didst put off Pythagoras, with what body 
was thou then enclosed ? 

Cock, I was Crates the Cynic, and then a king, 
and then a beggar, and shortly after a duke: then 
a horse, and a cow, and a frog, and a thousand 
things else: for it would be long to rehearse 
them all. Lastly, I have been a cock oftentimes, 
for I. delighted in that life, and served many, both 
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kings, poor men, and rich men, and am now come 
to be thy cock, where I daily laugh to hear thee 
complain and grudge at thy poverty, and think so 
well of rich men, whereas thou art ignorant of all 
those evils which accompany them: for if thou 
didst know the many cares wherewith they are 
oppressed, thou wouldst laugh at thyself, for ever 
thinking a rich man to be happy. 

Micyllus, Wherefore, O Pythagoras, or whatso- 
ever thou wouldst be called (for I would be loth 
to offend thee with calling thee sometimes one 
name, and sometimes another). 

Cock. It makes no matter whether thou call me 
Euphorbus, or Pythagoras, or Crates, for I am all 
these: yet thou shalt do best to call me as thou 
seest me, a cock, and think it no reproach unto 
me to be called as a poor bird, for I have the lives 
of many within me. 

Micyllus. Then, Cock, forasmuch as thou hast 
made trial almost of all kinds of lives, and knowest 
them all, tell me in good sadness, how rich men 
and how poor men live, that I may know whether 
it be true as thou sayest, that we are more happy 
than the rich, 

Cock, Mark then, Micyllus, and consider well of 
it: for thou art not troubled with any rumours of 
wars ; when news comes that the enemies are in 
the country, then hast thou no care neither of the 
spoiling of thy lands, nor breaking down of thy 
parks, nor the wasting of thy vines: but as soon 
as thou hearest the trumpet sound, thou lookest 
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about thee, whither to turn thyself for thy safety, 
and where to be out of peril: but those rich men, 
what care are they in with all their retinue? they 
grieve to see from the walls their substance and 
goods destroyed in the fields: and if anything be 
to be brought to the city, they are called to do it; 
or if a sally must be made against the enemy, they 
are sure to be foremost in peril, always appointed 
for captains and leaders in the battle; but thou, 
with a strong pike in thy hand, standest well pre- 
pared for thy defence, and ready to take part of 
the captain’s feast, when he sacrificeth to the gods 
after victory. Again, in the time of peace, thou, 
as one of the commonalty, goest to the public 
meetings in the judgment place, where thou 
reignest as king over these rich men; for they 
stand in fear and doubt of thee, and glad to get 
thy favour with gifts, labouring to make public 
baths, plays and pageants to please thee withal, 
and thou viewest and examinest them as exactly 
as if thou wert a lord; sometimes thou wilt not 
so much as speak to them: and, if it please thee, 
thou mayest either drive them away with stones, 
or confiscate their goods. Thou neither fearest 
the crafty lawyer should beguile thee, nor the thief 
steal away thy gold, by climbing over thy walls, 
or breaking up thy house: neither art thou 
troubled with any reckonings, nor demanding 
debts, nor beating evil servants, nor in care for 
thine accounts: but when thou hast cobbled a 
shoe, hast seven halfpence for thy labour: and 
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rising from thy work at sunset (at which time 
thou mayest bathe thyself, if it please thee), thou 
buyest thee some fishes or herrings, or a few heads 
of garlic, wherewith thou makest merry, singing 
for the most part all the day long, and practising 
philosophy in thy sweet poverty. This makes 
thee strong and healthful in body, and able to 
abide the cold; for labour hardeneth thee to. 
withstand courageously those things which other 
men think unendurable, and none of these hurtful 
diseases can lay hold on thee: for if thou be at 
any time touched with a grudging of an ague, 
thou sufferest it not to tarry long with thee, but 
shakest it off speedily, and drivest it away even 
with very hunger, so that it soon departs as if it 
were in fear to stay with thee, when it seeth thee 
drink cold water so heartily, and not abide the 
daily cures of the physicians; but those miserable 
men, how many evils doth their ill diet bring upon 
them? as gouts, impostumes of the lungs, and 
dropstes: for these be, as it were, ‘the children of 
delicate and well-furnished feasts. Therefore those 
men which, like Icarus, still soar to get aloft, and 
seek to approach the sun, not remembering that 
their wings are fastened with wax, many times 
have a grievous fall even headlong into the midst 
iof the sea; ‘but as many as with Daedalus, climb 
not into the skies, nor set their minds on high 
places, but flock near ‘the ground, that their wings 
may sometimes be moistened with salt water, those 
men for the most part fy in safety. 
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Micyllus. Thou meanest orderly and discreet 
men. 

Cock. For the other, thou knowest what shame- 
ful wrecks and falls they have been subject to. 
As Croesus, who had his plumes plucked by the 
Persians,.and by them laughed to scorn, when he 
was cast on the pile of wood ready to be burnt: 
likewise Dionysius, being deposed from his king- 
dom, taught a grammar school in Corinth, and 
after so pompous a reign, was forced to teach 
children to read for his living. 

Micyllus. But tell me, Cock, of thine own life, 
when thou reignedst (for thou also, as thou sayest, 
hast been a king), what experience thou hast of a 
king’s life. 1 think thou wast then filled with all 
kinds of felicity, because thou didst possess that 
which was the head and spring of all pleasures. 

Cock. Good Micylius, give me no cause to 
remember it: I was then so miserable a wretch, 
that I tremble to hear of it: indeed as thou 
sayest, to those that beheld me outwardly, I was 
thought to be happy and fortunate, but within me 
I had infinite millions of miseries dwelling and 
abiding. 

Micyllus. And what were those? for it is 
strange it should ‘be so, neither can I believe it. 

Cock, I reigned, Micyllus, over no small region; 
which flowed with plenty of all kinds of fruits: 
and for muititude of inhabitants, and beauty of 
cities, to be accounted amongst the most flourishing 
kingdoms. Many navigable rivers ran through it, 
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the sea yielding many commodious havens, and 
stations for ships. I had a huge army of soldiers, 
horsemen in great number, and pikemen infinite, a 
strong navy, coin innumerable, plenty of gold 
plate, and all other things belonging to the pomp 
of a kingdom in great abundance, When I went 
abroad, many honoured and reverenced me, as if 
they had seen a deity: they would run one over 
another to have a sight of me, and climb up the 
house tops, thinking it a great matter to have a 
full view of the chariot, the purple robe, the 
diadem, of those that went before, and those that 
followed: but I alone, knowing how many things 
did trouble and disquiet me, could not but con- 
demn them of folly, and bewail mine own misery. 
For I compared myself to such gallant images 
and colossuses as Pheidias, Myron, and Praxiteles 
have carved; for they in outward show resemble 
the shapes of Jupiter, or Neptune, brave and 
comely in countenance, all wrought over with gold 
‘and pearl; having either thunder or lightning, or 
the three forked mace in his right hand. But if 
thou stoop down to see what is within them, then 
thou shalt discern the bars, the wedges, the nails 
wherewith the whole body is fastened and buckled 
together: the pieces of wood, the pins, the pitch, 
the mortar, and such like filth wherewith it is 
filled within: besides the multitude of flies and 
spiders that have their dwelling there: such a 
thing is a kingdom. 

Micyllus. Now compare the mortar, bars, and 
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wedges, to the inner part of a kingdom, and show 
what likeness the filth of the one hath to the 
other (if there be any) as thou hast likened’ that 
which is seen, carried abroad, ruling over so many 
men, and worshipped so devoutly, to the wonder- 
ful image of Colossus: for indeed either of them 
have a seemly outside: tell me therefore now, 
what resemblance there is between the one and 
the other for their inward parts, 

Cock, What should I rehearse unto you, Micyl- 
lus, their fears, griefs, and suspicions; the hatred 
and conspiracies of those that are nearest to them; 
their short and unsound sleeps; their fearful 
dreams; their variable thoughts, and their ever 
evil hopes ; their troubles and vexations, their col- 
lections of money, and judgment of controversies, 
their military affairs, and warlike expeditions, their 
edicts and proclamations, their leagues and treaties, 
their reckonings and accounts, which suffer them 
not once to enjoy a quiet dream, but they are 
compelled alone to have an eye in all things, and 
a thousand businesses to trouble them. Great 
Agamemnon the son of Atreus, could not enjoy a 
quiet night’s rest for the cares that occupied his 
head, no not when all the Grecians else were 
asleep: what a grief it was to the Lydian king to 
have his son dumb: how did Clearchus vex the 
Persian Artaxerxes, when he mastered soldiers 
against him, to serve his brother Cyrus? Another 
was offended at Dion, because he used but private 
speeches with the Syracusians: another was 
| (3 816) H 
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troubled to hear but Parmenio praised: Perdiccas 
envied Ptolemy, and Ptolemy, Seleucus: but if 
there be but some speech of a rebellion, Lord, 
what fear are they in then, if they see any three 
or four of their guard talking together! But the 
greatest misery of all is, that they always suspect 
those most that are their greatest friends, still 
looking for mischief at their hands. One is 
poisoned by his own child; and he again used in 
the same sort by his friend ; and he too, perhaps, 
within a short time served with the same sauce by 
another. 

Micyllus, Fie upon thee, what horrible things 
are these, Cock! I see now it is a far safer kind 
of life for me, to labour at cobbling shoes, than to 
drink out of a golden cup poison and venom 
mixed with the wine. The greatest danger I am 
in is lest my paring knife should run awry in 
cutting my leather, and so hurt some of my 
fingers. But those men make deadly banquets 
one for another, daily inuring themselves to in- 
finite villainies: but when they are once fallen, 
then they rightly resemble, in my opinion, these 
players of tragedies: amongst whom a man may 
see that for a time bear the person of Cecrops, | 
Sisyphus, or Telephus, having crowns on their 
heads, swords with ivory hilts, glistering hair, and 
cloaks embroidered with gold; but if (as it 
chanceth sometimes) any of them be beaten and 
thrown down upon the stage, then is he a laugh- 
ing stock to all that see him, when his vizard and 
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his crown shall be torn in pieces; the blood 
running down from his broken pate, and his 
nether parts turned up, showing his patched and 
beggarly clothes, with his buskins ill-favourable 
buckled upon his legs, and far unmeet for his feet. 
Seest thou, good cock, what a similitude thou hast 
taught me to make? for when thou wast a king, 
thy estate was like unto this; but when thou 
becamest a horse, or a dog, or a fish, or frog, how 
couldst thou away with this kind of life? 

Cock. Thou movest a question that would ask 
long speeches, and not to this present purpose: 
but the sum of all this is: I could find no life to 
be so full of trouble as the life of man, if it 
be considered only according to the natural in- 
clination and uses thereof: for thou canst not find 
either a horse to be a usurer, or a frog a back- 
biter, or a crow a sophister, or a gnat voluptuous, 
and so of all the rest: for those vices which ye are 
daily subject unto, thou canst not perceive in them. 

Micyllus. Herein thou sayest true indeed, Cock, 
neither will I for my part be ashamed to tell thee 
what cares I have endured: for never could I yet 
pour out of my mind the desires I had from my 
youth up to become rich, but even in my dreams 
I have gold often presented unto mine eyes: and 
chiefly this knave Simon doth anger me at the 
heart, to see him live in such wealth. 

Cock. I will soon ease thee of that grief, Micyllus, 
and therefore rise up now whilst it is night and 
follow me: I will bring thee to Simon himself, and 
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to the houses of other rich men, that ps, mayest 
see what case they are in. 

Micyllus. How canst thou do that? for their 
gates are now shut; and wouldst thou have me 
break through their walle ? 

Cock, No, Micyllus; but Mercury, to whom I 
am consecrate, hath given a certain property to the 
longest feather of my tail, that which is so weak 
that it bends downwards. 

Micyllus. But thou hast two such feathers. 

Cock. Then it is that on the right side; for 
whomsoever I shall suffer to take it, as oft as 
I will, he may open therewith any door, and see 
any in the house, and not be seen himself. 

Micyllus, 1 think, Cock, thou goest about to 
cheat me now with some tricks of legerdemain: 
for if thou suffer me once to have it, thou shalt 
soon see all Simon’s goods in my house, for I will 
bring them away as fast as I can, and make him 
halt again of his old sore, and glad to - on 
patches to get himself drink. 

Cock. That thou mayest not; for Mercury hath 
commanded me, that if he which hath the feather 
go about any such matter, I should presently 
crow out and make him to be taken. 

Micyllus. That is very unlike, as if Mercury 
being so cunning a thief himself, would mislike the 
same in another; yet, let us go: for I will abstain 
from the gold, if I can, 

Cock, First, Micyllus, pluck off that feather: 
but what meanest thou to pull them off both? © 
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Micylius, Because I would be sure to have the 
right, and thou the less deformed: else the one 
half of thy tail would be as it were maimed. 

Cock. Be it so then: but shall we go to Simon, 
or to some other rich man? 

Micyllus, Nay to Simon, I pray thee, because 
he was so proud of his riches that he would have 
his name longer by two syllables: see, we are at 
his gates already, what shall I do with this 
feather ? 

Cock. Put it into the lock. 

Micyllus. 1 have done so: O Hercules, how the 
door openeth as it were with a key! 

Cock, Dost thou see him now watching among 
his reckonings ? 

Micyllus. Yes, 1 see him by a small dim light: 
and how pale he looks! I know not why: unless 
he pine and consume himself with cares, for I 
have not heard that he hath been sick. 

Cock. Hearken what he saith, and thou shalt 
know the whole matter. 

Simon. These seventy talents I have hid safe 
enough under my bed, and no man knows where 
they be: but the sixteen talents, Sosylus the 
horsekeeper saw me when I hid them under the 
manger: yet he is one that hath no great care of 
the stable, and but a loiterer in’ his business, and 
like enough to steal a greater sum than that from 
me. But how should Tibias be able to buy so 
much powdered meat as he did yesterday? they 
say also that he bought an earring for his wife 
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that cost him five groats: certainly they be goods 
Stolen from me that these men do thus waste and 
consume: and my plate here, methinks, being so 
much of it, stands not very safely, and I fear lest 
some false knave or other will break down my wall 
and take it away: many do envy and seek to 
deceive me, and chiefly my friend Micyllus. 

Micyllus. Thou liest like a knave: thou thinkest 
iam like thee, that stole away my pitcher under 
thy cloak. 

Cock. Peace, Micyllus, lest we be taken, 

Simon. It is good to be wary of that watchful 
fellow, therefore I go round about my house, and 
search every corner. Who is there? I see thee 
well enough; thou wouldst fain break into my 
house, but thou hast happened against a pillar, 
That is good luck: I will go and tell my gold 
over again lest any slipped by before. See, I hear 
some noise again: as I live, all men are set against 
me, and lay wait for me: where is my woodknife 
if I chance to take the thief? Now I will go bury 
my gold again. 

Cock. This is Simon’s life, Micyllus; let us go 
now to some other place, for there is but little of 
the night left, 

Micyllus. Q wretched creature! what a life 
leads he! I wish all mine enemies rich in such 
sort: I will give him one box on the ear, and 
then be gone. 

Simon, Who struck me now? alas poor wretch 
as Tam: there are'surely thieves in my house. 
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Micyllus. Cry out, watch, make thy face as 
pale as thy gold: pine away thyself. Now, Cock, 
if thou wilt let us go see Gniphon the usurer, he 
dwelleth not far from hence: lo, his door openeth 
of itself. 

Cock. Mark then how carefully he watcheth to 
account his gains-upon his fingers’ ends, consuming 
himself in that manner, and yet must shortly leave 
all these vanities, and come to be some moth, 
gnat, or fly. 

Micyllus. 1 see that miserable foolish fellow well 
enough, who in this very life is in no better estate 
than a fly or a gnat: how hath he withered him- 
self away with reckoning ! 

Cock. So then let us now be gone to 
our own home, for the day is ready 
to break; the rest I will ac- 
quaint thee withal at 
another time, 


